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[To  theJChairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee.] 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
healtli  of  the  District  for  the  year  1938. 

The  population  shows  a  progressive  increase  ;  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  at  the  middle  of  1938  being  34,350,  an  increase  of  2,000  over 
the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Building  development  continues  apace  and  is  providing  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  persons  moving  into  the  Rural  Area  from  the  towns. 

The  birth-rate  shows  an  increase  of  .8  per  1,000  over  the  figure  for 
1937  ;  the  figure  for  1938  being  16.0  per  1,000.  This  represents  an 
increase  of  2.1  per  1,000  over  the  average  for  the  five  years  1933-37. 

The  death-rate  shows  a  decrease  to  10.7  per  1,000  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  12.0  for  1937. 

Incidence  of  infectious  disease  upon  the  increased  size  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  has  not  been  unduly  large.  The  severity  in  type  of  Diphtheria, 
however,  has  given  considerable  cause  for  alarm. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  throughout  the  year  has  been 
good.  There  have  been  no  unusual  circumstances  giving  rise  to  anv 
particular  form  of  invalidity. 

I  would  again  express  my  thanks  to  my  colleagues  in  other  depart¬ 
ments  and  to  the  staff  of  the  health  department  for  their  support  and 
devotion  to  duty. 


Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  H.  E.  MARSDEN, 


June,  1939. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


(A)  PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  West  Lancashire  plain  is  an  undulating  fertile  tract  of  country, 
originally  agricultural  in  character.  About  104  square  miles  of  it  are 
administered  by  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  Council.  This  area 
extends  from  the  Ribble  to  the  Mersey,  and  is  about  18J  miles  in  length. 
The  cross-measurement  of  the  district  is  12  miles. 

The  country  in  Aughton,  Bickerstaffcy  Mellling  and  Rufford  is 
pleasantly  undulating,  whilst  Bispham  is  well  elevated  on  the  western 
spur  of  the  Penine  foothills,  formed  by  the  Billinge,  Ashurst’s  and  Parbold 
Hills.  Bispham  is  one  of  the  few  beant^z-spots  in  this  part  of  Lancashire 
which  has  remained  unspoilt  by  modern  progress. 

Large  tracts  of  moss  land  in  the  northern  parishes  have  l)een 
reclaimed  from  the  sea,  and  are  remarkably  productive.  In  some  parts 
the  land  is  no  more  than  5  or  6  feet  above  ordnance  datum.  The 
“  Mosses  are  unbroken  levels  with  little  to  obstruct  the  view,  but  are 
remarkably  fertile. 

The  Mersey  coastline  is  fringed  with  sand-dunes,  in  the  wet  low- 
lying  parts  of  which  is  sparse  vegetation,  providing  occasional  rough 
pasture  for  sheep,  The  dunes  are  bare  generally  and  devoid  of  plant 
life  but  for  the  spiky  starr  grass  which  has  been  planted  to  prevent 
drifting  of  sand. 

The  area  as  a  whole  is  sparsely  wooded,  but  there  is  some  afforesta¬ 
tion  in  Bickerstaffe. 

Geologically,  a  large  part  of  the  district  is  underlaid  by  new  red 
sandstone  of  the  Bunter  formation,  from  the  deeper  layers  of  which  water 
has  been  tapped  by  many  water  companies.  The  supply  has  proved 
to  be  inexhaustible,  even  during  dry  summers. 

Two  rivers  course  through  the  District  ;  the  Alt  and  the  Douglas. 
The  former  rises  in  the  Huyton  area,  and  enters  Melling  at  its  southern 
boundary.  In  its  course  to  the  sea  it  separates  the  original  West  Lanca¬ 
shire  Rural  District  from  the  old  Rural  District  of  Sefton.  The  Douglas 
rises  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District  and  forms  the  boundary  of  Rufford, 
Tarleton  and  Hesketh  Bank  on  its  way  to  the  Ribble.  In  this  part  of 
its  course  it  is  tidal. 

(B)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Building  development  still  continues  in  tlie  Southern  part  of  the 
Rural  District,  notably  in  Maghull  and  Ford.  Indeed,  these  Southern 
Townships  may  now  be  described  as  dormitories  for  the  City  of  Liverpool, 
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A  large  section  of  the  inhabitants  are  city-nhndcd  and  take  no  interest 
in  local  affairs. 

Xetherton,  however,  has  a  large  industrial  area  which  has  increased 
in  activity  of  late.  The  more  important  of  the  factories  are  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  artificial  silk,  tin  boxes,  wood  mouldings,  concrete 
goods,  zinc  and  galvanised  iron  ware,  soap  and  candles,  cooked  food, 
plain  and  printed  waxed  papers,  flour,  etc..  There  are  also  motor  works, 
laundries,  lithographer’s  and  boxmaker’s  factories,  and  a  large  “  Football 
Pools  ”  factory. 


Secretaries  of  certain  of  the  Companies  have 
numbers  of  operatives  engaged  : — 

su})})licd 

details  of  the 

Works. 

Males. 

Females. 

Furniture  Factory 

400 

— 

Artificial  Silk  Factory 

760 

207 

Soap  and  Candle  Manufacturers 

72 

84 

“  Football  Pools  ”  Factory 

120 

1400 

Concrete  Factorv 

132 

— 

Tin-box  Factorv 

30 

47 

Brick  Works 

70 

— 

Potato  Crisp  Factory 

11 

48 

Cotton  Manufacturers 

46 

133 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Southern  parishes  has  inci  eased 
greatly,  the  figures  at  the  end  of  1938  for  Maghull  being  2,303  (374  in 
1926),  Aintree  574,  Netherton  875,  Ford  202,  Thornton  329. 

Maghull  has  been  completely  transformed  from  a  village  surrounded 
by  fields  to  a  residential  suburb  with  little  agricultural  land  left. 

Thornton  adjoins  the  new  Borough  of  Crosby.  It  has  developed 
rapidly,  and  in  its  southern  half  is  now  almost  entirely  residential  in 
character. 


Ford  is  adjacent  to  the  Urban  District  of  Litherland.  Rapid 
development  has  taken  place  during  the  year  under  review,  and  still 
continues.  Fortv-two  new  houses  were  completed  in  1937,  and  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  in  1938. 

Sefton  remains  mainly  an  agricultural  township,  except  for  a  built- 
up  strip  of  territory  to  the  east  of  Litherland.  Great  improvements  in 
agriculture  have  been  effected  by  the  drainage  activities  of  the  Alt 
Catchment  Board.  By  deepening  and  widening  the  bed  of  the  River  Alt 
and  its  contributory  watercourses,  hundreds  of  acres  of  land,  which  at 
one  time  were  subject  to  periodic  flooding  in  the  Sefton  area,  have  been 
rendered  free  from  floods.  Many  acres  have  been  ploughed  for  the 
first  time,  and  luxuriant  crops  raised. 

The  Central  area  of  the  district  lies  between  Southport  and  Orms- 
kirk,  and  has  developed  residentially  near  these  two  towns,  in  the  town- 
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ship  of  Scarisbrick.  Market  gardening  has  increased  in  this  area,  and 
there  has  been  considerable  urbanisation  in  the  small  village  of  Bescar 
Lane. 

The  factory  at  Melling  provides  employment  in  that  township, 
where  also  there  is  considerable  building  development. 

The  Bickerstaffe  Colliery  is  now  closed  down.  Many  young  married 
people  with  children  are  living  away  from  Bickerstaffe  in  order  to  obtain 
work  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Lancashire.  There  is  much  less 
agricultural  work  available  than  formerly  because  of  the  introduction 
of  machinery.  The  size  of  families  generally  is  noticeably  smaller. 

The  northern  part  of  the  area  is  almost  entirely  agriculiural. 

Development  in  Hesketh  and  Tarleton  continues.  A  scheme  of 
sewerage  in  Tarleton  was  completed  during  1935.  Scavenging  schemes 
are  now  in  operation  in  both  townships. 

There  are  upwards  of  300  supplies  of  water  to  glass  houses  in  the 
two  townships.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  of  the  area 
under  glass  from  which  growers  annually  produce  quantities  of  spring 
flowers,  followed  by  tomatoes  and  cucumbers.  Market  gardening  is 
gradually  becoming  the  main  industry  of  this  part  of  the  District.  It 
may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  it  is  fifty-eight  years  since  the  industry 
commenced  with  the  erection  of  the  first  glass  house. 

Poultry  farming  is  now  a  thriving  industry  in  these  parishes,  and 
there  is  a  small  brickworks  at  Hesketh  Bank.  Work  re-started  during 
1934  at  the  Tarleton  Weaving  Mill. 

Farming  and  market  gardening  are  carried  on  to  some  extent  in 
Banks,  but  the  majority  of  the  workpeople  of  the  village  are  employed 
outside  the  district.  The  fishing  industry  now  carried  on  is  practically 
nil,  but  the  establishment  during  1935  of  the  new  mussel  purification 
tank  at  Lytham  has  provided  employment  for  a  few  Banks  fishermen. 

The  following  table  and  information  regarding  boundaries  has  been 
supplied  by  the  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  and  is  re-printed 
to  show  the  state  of  unemployment  during  the  year.  LTnemploved 
persons  from  the  Rural  District  are  included  in  the  figures  for  each  Local 
Office. 


MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR.  NORTH  WESTERN  DIVISION. 
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BOUNDARY  OF  SOUTHPORT  EMPLOYMENT  EXCHANGE. 


Commencing  from  the  Ribble  Estuary  at  the  point  where  the  Parish 
of  North  Meols  meets  the  Parish  of  Hesketh-with-Becconsall,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  southward  along  the  North  Meols  boundary  to  the  point  where 
the  parishes  of  North  Meols,  Tarleton  and  Scarisbrick  meet.  Thence 
westerly  along  the  boundary  between  the  parishes  of  North  Meols  and 
Scarisbrick  to  the  Southport  County  Borough  boundary.  Thence  to 
Kew  Gardens  Station  and  following  the  railway  line  through  Shirdley 
Hill,  Downholland  and  Altcar  to  Lydiate.  Thence  in  a  South-westerly 
direction  to  the  point  where  the  parishes  of  Altcar,  Lydiate  and  Maghull 
meet,  and  following  the  southern  boundary  of  the  parishes  of  Altcar 
and  Ince  Blundell  to  the  point  on  the  coast  where  the  Parish  of  Altcar 
meets  the  boundary  of  Little  Crosby. 

In  brief,  the  Southport  Employment  Exchange  covers  the  whole 
of  the  area  of  the  County  Borough  of  Southport  and  the  Urban  District 
area  of  Eormby,  and  the  following  parishes  in  the  area  of  the  West 
Lancashire  Rural  District  Council  :  Altcar,  Ince  Blundell,  North  Meols, 
and  the  westerly  portion  of  the  parishes  of  Downholland,  Halsall  and 
Scarisbrick. 


BOUNDARY  OF  ORMSKIRK  EMPLOYMENT  EXCHANGE. 


Commencing  from  the  point  where  the  parishes  of  North  Meols, 
Tarleton  and  Scarisbrick  meet,  and  then  following  the  Tarleton  boundary 
in  a  south-easterly  direction,  continuing  along  the  boundary  between 
Rufford  on  the  one  side  and  Lathom  and  Burscough  on  the  other  side. 
Thence  following  the  easterly  boundary  of  the  Lathom  and  Burscough 
area  to  the  boundary  between  Dalton  on  the  east  and  Lathom  and  Burs¬ 
cough  on  the  west.  Thence  following  the  easterly  boundary  of  Skel- 
mersdale  U.D.C.  to  the  Upholland  U.D.C.  boundary.  Thence  following 
the  boundary  between  Skelmersdale  and  Upholland  to  the  boundary 
of  Bickerstaffe.  Thence  following  the  boundary  between  Bickerstaffe 
and  Rainford  to  the  L.M.S.  Railway  line  (Liverpool,  Bolton  and  Bury 
line).  Thence  following  the  railway  line  to  the  easterly  extremity  of 
the  Aintree  Racecourse.  Then  following  the  road  to  the  North  of  the 
Aintree  Racecourse  through  Netherton,  Sefton  and  Thornton  to  the 
boundarv  of  the  Southport  Exchange  immediatelv  south  of  Ince  Blundell 
Hall. 

In  brief,  the  Ormskirk  Employment  Exchange  covers  the  whole  area 
of  the  LTban  District  of  Orm.skirk,  the  Urban  District  of  Skelmersdale, 
and  the  following  parishes  in  the  area  of  the  West  Lancashire  Rural 
District  Council  :  Aughton,  Bickerstaffe,  Lunt,  Lydiate,  Maghull, 
Melling,  and  portions  of  the  parishes  of  Aintree,  Downholland,  Halsall, 
Kirkby,  Netherton,  Sefton,  Scarisbrick,  Simonswood  and  Thornton. 


Consideration  is  at  present  being  given  to  the  question  of  extending 
the  boundaries  of  tlie  Ormskirk  Exchange  area  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
parishes  of  Aintree,  Netherton,  Sefton  and  Thornton.  The  position 
at  the  moment  is  that  the  industrial  undertakings  established  in  those 
areas  arc  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Bootle  Exchange,  whereas  the 
])eople  who  are  employed  in  the  factories,  in  the  main,  reside  in  the  area 
covered  by  the  Ormskirk  Exchange. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1938. 


Area  of  the  District  .  67,446  acres 

Estimated  resident  population  (middlg  of  193(S)  34,350 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Book  .  10,609 

Rateable  Value .  ' .  £205,403 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £856 

Births . .  553 

Birth  Rate  16-0 

Deaths  369 

Death  Rate  (crude)  .  10-7 

Death  Rate  (adjusted)  (comparability  factor  1*02)  10-9 

Infantile  Mortality  .  48  per  1000  births 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  (7  principal  zymotics)  .  -11  per  1000 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (including  Phthisis)  . 32  ])er  1000 


BIRTHS. 

4'hc  number  of  births  recorded  during  the  year  was  553,  equal  to  a 
rate  of  16-0  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  an  increase  of  -8  on 
on  the  hgure  for  1937,  and  an  increase  of  2-1  over  the  five  years  average 

1933-37. 


Of  the  total  births  292  were  males  and  261  females.  There  were 
16  illegitimate  births — 6  males  and  10  females. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  deaths  registered  for  the  Rural  District  during  1938 
numbered  369.  4'his  hgure  was  arrived  at  after  deducting  deaths  of 
non-residents,  who  died  chiehy  in  institutions,  etc.,  and  adding  those 
of  residents  dying  outside  the  district.  The  hgure  for  1937  was  389. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  was  thus  10-7  per  1000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  and  the  adjusted  death-rate,  after  multiplying  by  the  compara¬ 
bility  factor  for  the  district  (1.02)  is  10.9  per  1000.  This  is  a  decrease 
of  1.3  on  the  hgure  for  1937,  and  a  decrease  of  1-0  on  the  live  years 
ayerage  1933-1937. 

Maternal  Mortality. — The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  liye 
births  was  5*42  against  4*04  in  1937.  44ie  hgure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  3-08,  and  3-23  in  1937. 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate. — The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  as 
defined  by  the  Registrar-General  are  ; — Smallpox,  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  “fever”  (i.e.,  typhus  and  enteric 
fever)  and  diarrhoea.  Of  these  diseases,  enteric  fever  mortality  is, 
perhaps,  the  best  test  of  sanitary  conditions,  caused  as  it  is  by  specific 
contamination  of  soil  and  water  by  excreta  ;  whilst  diarrhoea  with  its 
special  incidence  in  young  children,  is  notably  associated  with  in¬ 
sanitary  surroundings. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to  zymotic 
disease,  giving  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  *11  per  1000. 

Epidemic  Death  Rate. — This  was  also  -11  per  1000.  Diarrhoea  is 
not  included  in  calculating  the  figures  for  the  epidemic  death-rate. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. — There  were  27  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year,  which  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  48  per  1000  births. 
This  figure  is  10  less  than  the  figure  for  1937  and  16  less  than  the  five 
years  average. 


The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  foregoing  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  : — 


Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
living 

Death  Rate 
per  1000 
living 

Epidemic 
Death  Rate 
per  1 000 
living 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1000  births. 

England  and  Wales  . 

..  15.1 

11-6 

0T5 

53 

West  Lancashire  Rural 

District  . 

...  16-0 

10-7 

•11 

48 
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TABLE  1. 

Showing  birth  rates,  death  rates,  epidemic  deatli  rates,  and  infantile 
mortality  rates  for  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  since  11)10, 
compared  with  England  and  Wales  : — 


Year 

Birth  Rates 

1 

Death  Rates 

Epidemic 

Death  Rates 

!  Infantile 

Mortality  Rates 

1 

1  England 
,  &  Wales 

West 

Lancashire 

England 
&  Wales 

West 

Lancashire 

England 
&  Wales 

1 

West 

1  Lancashire 

1 

1  England 
;  &  Wales 

West 

Lancashire 

I 

1910 

24-8 

22-09 

13-4 

10-99 

^  -99 

I  -52 

1  106 

'  77 

1911 

24-4 

20-76 

14-6 

13-51 

1  — 

1-48 

130 

;  104 

1912 

23*8 

21-73 

13-3 

10-52 

i  _ 

•63 

95 

i  67 

1913 

23-9 

20-11 

13-4 

12-56 

i 

•88 

1 09 

1  94 

1914 

23*3 

19-81 

13-6 

13-03 

!  _ 

1  -87 

105 

1  127 

1915 

2L9 

18-95 

14-8 

12-66 

j 

•64 

no 

65 

1916 

12-6 

18-72 

14-0 

11-85 

■ — 

1  -52 

91 

64 

1917 

17-8 

18-49 

14-4 

11-4 

-61 

'  -26 

97 

75 

1918 

17-7 

15-3 

17-6 

17-7 

•77 

•67 

97 

80 

1919 

18-5 

17-8 

13-8 

16-8 

•34 

•31 

89 

86 

1920 

25-4 

21-6 

12-4 

10-9 

— 

•79 

80 

50 

1921 

22*4 

18-2 

12-1 

10-4 

■ — 

•18 

83 

66 

1922 

20-6 

17-4 

12-9 

11-3 

•47 

•23 

77 

64 

1923 

19*7 

15-0 

11-6 

11-7 

•35 

•09 

69 

58 

1924 

18-8 

16-4 

12-2 

119 

•31 

•13 

75 

58 

1925 

18-3 

14-5 

12-2 

11-5 

•39 

•23  1 

75 

58 

1926 

17-8 

13-9 

11-6 

10-5 

•29 

•31 

70 

70 

1927 

16-7 

15-4 

12-3 

11-3 

•27 

•04 

69 

49 

1928 

16-7 

12-8 

11-7 

11-4  1 

•26 

•13 

64 

44 

1929 

16-3 

13-6 

13-4 

12-0  I 

•41 

•25  i 

74 

59 

1930 

16-3 

13-5 

11-4 

10-8  ’ 

•27 

•17 

60 

49 

1931 

15-8 

13-7 

12-3 

11-6 

•38 

•04  ^ 

66 

74 

1932 

15.3 

12.28 

12.0 

9.6 

.23 

•22 

65 

59 

1933 

14.4 

12.0 

12-3 

11.9 

.18 

•11 

64 

88 

1934 

14.8 

13.3 

11.8 

10.6 

.06 

•145 

59 

66 

1935 

14-7 

14-5 

11-7 

13-8 

•02 

•13 

57 

67 

1936 

14-8 

14-9 

121 

10-5 

•45  ' 

•15 

59 

45 

1937 

14-9 

15-2 

12-4 

120 

•02 

•06 

58 

58 

1938 

15-1 

16-0 

11-6  1 

10-7 

•  15 

•11  i 

53 

48 

WEST  LANCASHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate  &  Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

1890  -  1938 


jomTeio  jAwjfl  afliHeA3HA.i  leaw 

.3TA51  HTA3Q  OITOMyX  j&  3TAfl  HTA3Q  .3TA^  HTHlQ 

seel  -  0681 
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Table  2. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  IN  TOWNSHIPS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  population,  number  of  births  and 
deaths,  and  the  rates  per  1,000  in  each  township  in  the  Rural  Disbict 
for  the  year  1938  : — 


I’OWNSHIPS 

Estimated 
Population 
middle  of 

1938 

Births 

f 

Deaths 

No.  of 
Births 

Rate  per 
1000 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000 

Aintree  . 

1510 

36 

23-8 

6 

4-0 

Altcar  . . 

619 

6 

9-7 

4 

6.4 

Aughton  . 

2935 

59 

20-1 

43 

14-6 

Bickerstaffe  . 

1317 

19 

14-4 

12 

9T 

Bispham 

224 

3 

13-4 

12 

53-6 

Downholland 

580 

3 

5-2 

5 

8.6 

Ford  .  . 

665 

7 

10-5 

8 

12*0 

Halsall  . 

1937 

22 

11-4 

26 

13-4 

Hesketh  Bank  . 

1615 

22 

13-6 

23 

14-1 

I  nee  Blundell 

444 

5 

11-3 

4 

9-0 

Lydiate  . 

1388 

29 

20-9 

20 

14-4 

Maghull  . 

6834 

138 

20-2 

41 

6-0 

Melling  . 

1244 

17 

13-7 

20 

16-0 

Netherton 

2863 

55 

19-2 

17 

6-0 

North  Meols  . 

2270 

35 

15-4 

34 

14-9 

Rufford  . 

868 

17 

19-6 

13 

14-9 

Scarisbrick  . 

2591 

27 

10-4 

26 

100 

Sefton 

408 

4 

9-8 

6 

14-9 

Simonswood 

321 

3 

9-3 

5 

15' 6 

Tarleton . 

2484 

36 

14-5 

30  1 

120 

Thornton 

1233 

10 

8-1 

14 

1T3 

Whole  District  . 

34350 

553 

16-0 

369 

10-7 

It  is  noteworthy  that  in  the  rapidly  developing  parishes  the  death 
rate  is  extremely  low,  while  in  the  parishes  where  development  is 
apparently  at  a  standstill,  the  death  rate  is  high. 

Conversely,  the  birth  rate  is  high  in  growing  parishes,  low  where 
there  is  little  development. 
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Table  3. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  TN  THE  WEST  EANCASHIRE  RURAL 


DISTRICT.  1938. 


CIVILIANS. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Males.  Females. 


Typhoid  Fever,  Etc.  . 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
W'hooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 

Other  Tuberculosis  . 

Syphilis 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  etc. 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

Peptic  ulcer  . 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  Liver  diseases 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 
Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  diseases 
(Congenital  causes^  etc. 

Senility 

Suicide 

(Jther  violence 


1 


1  1 

2  3 

1  — 


) 


r- 

D 


5 

1 


20 

1 

9 

45 


13 

S 

7 


3 


27 

4 

10 

47 

1 

14 

3 

6 

1 


2 


2 

4 


3 

9 


—  3 

15  (S 

12  9 

2 

16 


10 
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Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


Other  defined  diseases  .  15  17 

Ill-defined  causes  .  3  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  : — 

Total  .  18  !) 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  .  1 8  9 

Illegitimate  .  —  — 

Live  Births  : — 

Total  .  292  261 

Legitimate  .  286  251 

Illegitimate  .  6  10 

Stillbirths  : — 

Total  .  10  12 

Legitimate  .  10  12 

Illegitimate  .  — 

Resident  population  estimated  to  middle  of  1938  .....  .  34,350 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  PER  1,000  BIRTHS. 

Aintree  .  0 

Altcar  .  .....  .  .  .....  167 

Aughton  34 

Bickerstaffe  .  53 

Bispham  0 

Downholland  .  0 

Ford  .  143 

Halsall  .  .  .  .....  .  91 

Hesketh  Bank  .  - .  .  .  45 

Ince  Blundell  .  .  ....  200 

Lydiate  .  34 

Maghull .  22 

Melling  .  235 

Netherton  .  73 

North  Meols  .  86 

Rufford  . 59 

Scarisbrick  .  0 

Sefton  .  L...  .  .  0 

Simonswood  .  0 

Tarleton .  0 

Thornton .  103 


England  and  Wales  .  .  .  53 


West  Lancashire  Rural  District  .  48 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  were  adopted  on  February  4th,  1891. 


By  an  order  in  Council  dated  September  14th,  1909,  the  Public  Health 
x\cts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  was  adopted,  in  so  far  as  it  applies  to^  Rural 
Districts. 

Sections  13  to  16,  20,  23,  25  to  34,  36  to  38,  40  to  43,  and  45  to  50 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  were  adopted  on  the  last  day  of  that 
year. 

By  an  order  dated  March  23rd,  1923,  Sections  39,  40,  41  and  42,  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  were  adopted  for  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Aughton. 

Section  50  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (pro¬ 
vision  of  ambulance)  was  adopted  on  December  6th,  1928, 


New  byelaws  have  been  adopted  as  follows  : — 

New  Street  and  Buildings,  August  22nd,  1933. 

Nuisances  and  Slaughter-houses,  November  4th,  1925. 

Offensive  Trades,  August  24th,  1925. 

During  1931  the  following  new  legislation  came  into  operation  : — 

Rural  District  Councils  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1931. — Declaring 
the  provisions  of  Section  29-42  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (xTmend- 
ment)  Act  to  be  in  force  in  Maghull. 

West  Lancashire  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order  (No.  2),  1931. — 
Declaring  the  provisions  of  Section  25  of  the  Public  Health  x\ct,  1875,  in 
Maghull.  (Penalty  of  building  houses  without  drains  in  an  Urban 
District.) 

West  Lancashire  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1931. — Declaring 
the  provisions  of  Section  1661  (Lighting  of  Streets,  etc.)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875  ;  to  be  in  force  in  Hesketh-with-Becconsall,  Rufford 
and  Tarleton. 


During  1932  powers  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  x\ct, 
1919,  were  delegated  to  the  Council. 

Ihe  following  new  legislation  became  enforcible  during  1936  and 
early  in  1937  : — 


3/2/36.  Order  declaring  Section  161  (1)  Street  Lighting,  etc., 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  in  Aintree,  Altcar,  Bis])hani,  Dowidiolland, 
Ford,  Ince  Blundell,  Mclling,  Nethcrton,  Sefton,  Siinonswood  ancl 
Thornton. 

25/1/37.  Order  declaring  all  Expenses  incurred  under  Section  45 
(provision  of  receptacles  for  the  deposit  of  rubbish)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  in  respect  of  Removal  of  House  refuse  from  premises  in  the 
Parishes  of  Aintree,  Altcar,  Hesketh  Bank,  Lydiate,  Melling,  Netherton, 
Tarleton  and  Thornton,  to  be  special  expenses. 

20/11  /36.  Order  declaring  the  provisions  of  Sec.  160  (1)  (numbering 
of  houses)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  be  in  force  in  the  Parish  of 
Maghull  and  any  expenses  to  be  Special  Expenses. 

23/3/36.  Order  declaring  the  provisions  of  Part  IV.,  Section  51 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  for  the  regulation  of 
tdaces  ordinarily  used  for  public  dancing  or  music  or  other  public  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  like  kind  to  be  in  force. 

14  /4  /36.  Order  declaring  the  provision  of  Section  66  (provision 
of  hre  plugs)  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  be  in  force  in  the  Parishes 
of  Aintree,  Ford,  Ince  Blundell,  Netherton,  Sefton  and  Thornton,  also 
Sections  112,  113  (Offensive  Trades)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
to  be  in  force  in  the  Parishes  of  Aintree,  Netherton  and  Thornton. 

19  /5  /36.  Order  declaring  the  provisions  of  Section  54  and  55 
(W  atercourses,  streams,  etc.)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  to  be  in 
force  in  the  Parishes  of  Aintree,  Aughton,  Bickerstaffe,  Halsall,  Hesketh 
Bank,  Lydiate,  Maghull,  Melling,  Netherton,  North  Meols,  Scarisbrick, 
Tarleton  and  Thornton. 

20  12/37.  West  Lancashire  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1937, 
declaring  provisions  of  Section  160  (1)  numbering  of  houses)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  be  in  force  in  the  Parishes  of  Aintree,  Altcar, 
Ford,  Halsall,  Lydiate,  Netherton,  North  Meols,  Scarisbrick  and 
Thornton,  and  any  expenses  to  be  Special  Expenses. 

The  following  new  legislation  became  enforcible  during  1938  : — 

1  /3  /38.  Byelaw  of  the  County  Council  with  respect  to  shouting 
and  otherwise  making  loud  noises,  came  into  operation  in  the  parishes 
of  Halsall,  Ince  Blundell,  Lydiate,  Melling,  North  Meols,  Rufford,  Sefton 
and  Tarleton. 

1  /8  /38.  Byelaws  adopted  with  respect  to  tents,  vans,  sheds  and 
similar  structures  used  for  human  habitation. 

2  /9  /38.  Order  of  the  County  Council  under  Shops  (Sunday  Trading 
Restriction)  xUct,  1936,  to  be  in  force  for  the  parish  of  Halsall.  (The 
Halsall  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Partial  Exemption  Order  No.  1.) 
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PATHOLOGICAL  REPORTS. 


Specimens  are  sent  for  examination  to  the  Bacteriological  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  University  of  Liverpool,  to  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  and  Webb's 
Biological  Institute  at  Runcorn,  and  to  the  Pathological  Department 
of  the  Southport  Inhrmary. 


Eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  throat  and  nose  j^wabs  were  taken 
and  examined  for  Bacillus  Diphtheri^e,  which  was  found  present  in  one 
hundred  and  hfty-six  swabs. 


Sixty-four  swabs  were  examined  for  tlie  presence  of  Haemolytic 
Streptococci,  sixteen  of  which  were  positive. 


Two  swabs  contained  organisms  of  Vincent’s  Angina. 


Two  throat  swabs  and  one  vaginal  swab  were  examined  for 
“  organisms,”  but  all  proved  negative. 


Three  specimens  of  blood,  seven  specimens  of  urine  and  six  speci¬ 
mens  of  faeces  were  examined  for  organisms  of  the  typhoid  group.  Of 
these,  only  one  specimen  of  faeces  was  proved  positive. 


Three  specimens  of  sputum  and  one  specimen  of  urine  were  ex¬ 
amined  for  tuberculosis,  but  all  were  found  to  be  negative. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  swabs  were 
taken  from  Skelmersdale  patients  in  the  Hospital.  Sixty-four  of  these 
proved  positive  for  Bacillus  Diphtheriae  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  negative  ;  Haemolyptic  Streptococci  were  present  in  two  and  absent 
in  two.  Ninety-three  swabs  from  Waterloo  patients,  fourteen  swabs  from 
Huy  ton  patients  and  forty-seven  swabs  from  Whiston  patients  in  hospital 
were  taken  and  examined  for  Bacillus  Diphtheriae,  which  was  found  to 
be  present  in  thirty-six,  three  and  six  swabs  respectively. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : 

Councillor  C.  H.  C.  SKAETE. 

Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  A.  C.  ROODHOUSE,  j.P. 

And  Councillors  R.  A.  Lewis,  T.  B.  C Allan u,  J.P.,  J.  A.  Jones,  Job 
Sum  nek,  Jas.  Alcock,  S.  H.  Hudson,  P.  Seiffert,  E,  V.  King, 
A.  Daveniiill,  J.  Taylor,  C.  E.  Kuhl  and  W.  Leuson. 

STATE. 


Medical  Superintendent: 

HERBERT  E.  MARSDEN,  J.P.,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  Banister-at-Law. 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent  : 

C.  E.  H.  SERGEANT,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S. 

Matron  : 

Miss  A.  EAIRHURST,  S.R.N. 

One  Sister,  one  Staff  Nurse,  one  Assistant  Nurse,  four  Probationers, 
Cook,  Housemaid,  Between  Maid,  Ward  Maid,  Porter  and  Gardener. 

The  Council  have  owned  their  own  Isolation  Hospital  since  1897. 

The  Hospital  consists  of  an  administrative  block  with  two  small 
wards  for  convalescent  patients  attached,  and  two  pavilion  blocks. 
The  total  number  of  beds  is  43. 

A  full  description  of  the  hospital  appeared  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1936,  at  pages  30  to  32. 

A  scheme  for  the  division  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Lancashire 
into  hospital  districts  was  approved  by  the  County  Council  in  May,  1937. 
It  provides  for  a  more  uniform  manner  of  providing  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

The  West  Lancashire  Hospital’s  normal  function  has  been  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  and  the  Skelmersdale 
Lrban  District,  but  since  the  inception  of  the  County  Scheme,  the  Hos¬ 
pital’s  area  of  utility  has  been  extended  :  patients  have  been  admitted 
from  the  Boroughs  of  Crosby  and  Lytham  St.  Annes,  from  the  Urban 
Districts  of  h'ormby,  Ormskirk  and  Fleetwood,  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Whiston  and  Eylde. 
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The  Hospital  is  adequate  for  normal  times,  but  definitely  too  small 
at  epidemic  periods. 


Admissions  from  all  Districts. 


Admissions 

1928 

1929 

1 930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1933 

1936 

1937 

1 9.38 

Scarlet  Fever 

58 

160 

72 

36 

21 

75 

81 

29 

94 

46 

82 

Diphtheria 

35 

77 

44 

30 

17 

29 

15 

28 

4 

36 

51 

Measles  . 

5 

2 

1 

— ■ 

- — • 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

■ — - 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

6 

— 

Other 

2 

6 

11 

r- 

D 

9 

3 

9 

8 

4 

31 

43 

Total 

102 

245 

128 

72 

48 

113 

113 

69 

108 

121 

178 

AMBULANCE. 

The  Local  Authority  provides  ambulance  facilities  for  infectious 
cases  only.  The  Ormskirk  General  Hospital  and  also  the  County  Hospital 
at  Ormskirk  each  provide  ambulances  for  accidents  and  general  hospital 
cases.  Ambulances  belonging  to  the  Merseyside  Hospitals  Council 
also  operate  in  the  area.  In  addition,  the  Council  now  contribute  annually 
to  the  Bootle  General  Hospital  for  the  use  of  their  ambulance  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  district. 


SUMMARY  OF  ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  etc.,  FROM  THE  WEST 
LANCASHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 

AUGHTON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 


Admissions. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  74 

Diphtheria  (including  Carriers)  .  .  .  44 

Sore  Throat,  Tonsilitis,  etc.  .  .  .  10 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  .....  .  .  1 
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4'hese  admission  were  from  the  following  townships  : — • 

Aintree .  One  case  of  scarlet  fever. 

Aughton  Three  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of  diphtheria,  one 

of  tonsilitis  admitted  as  an  observation  case,  and  one 
case  of  erysipelas  (this  latter  a  member  of  the  Hospital 
Staff). 
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Bickerstaffe  .  vSix  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria. 

Ford  One  case  of  scarlet  fever. 

Halsall  Eleven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  (ten  of  them  during  the 

Autumn  months),  and  one  of  tonsilitis. 

Hesketh  Bank  Nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  tonsilitis. 

Ince  Blundell  One  case  of  diphtheria. 

Lydiate  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of  tonsilitis,  and  one  of 

Vincent’s  Angina. 

Maghull  Fourteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  hve  of  diphtheria, 

and  two  diphtheria  carriers,  and  one  of  tonsilitis. 

Melling  Four  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Netherton  .  Five  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  nine  of  diphtheria,  and  seven 

carriers. 

North  Meols  Nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria. 

Scarisbrick  ..  Nine  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  three  of  diphtheria  and 

three  carriers. 

Sefton  Three  cases  of  diphtheria,  two  diphtheria  carriers 

and  one  case  of  tonsilitis. 

Tarleton  .  Three  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of  diphtheria,  and  three 

of  tonsilitis. 

Thornton  .  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of  diphtheria,  and  one 

diphtheria  carrier. 


There  were  no  cases  of  the  typlioid  groiip  of  diseases  admitted  during 
the  year. 

Discharges. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...j.  .  .  .  76 

Diphtheria .  28 

Erysipelas  1 

Others  (including  Diphtheria  Carriers)  26 
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Four  cases  of  diphtheria  (two  from  the  West  Lancashire  Rural 
District  and  two  from  the  Skelmersdale  Urban  District),  in  whom  the 
disease  was  of  severe  type,  died  in  hospital. 


ADMISSIONS  FROM  OTHER  DISTRICTS. 

Eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  four¬ 
teen  of  diphtheria  and  eleven 
diphtheria  carriers. 


Skelmersdale  Urban  District 


31 

Whiston  .  .  .....  Two  cases  of  diphtheria  and  one 

carrier  from  Whiston  and  two 
cases  of  diphtheria  from  Prescot. 

Huyton-with-Roby  Urban  District  One  case  of  diphtheria  and  one  of 

measles. 

Borough  of  Qrosby  .  One  case  of  diphtheria  and  four 

diphtheria  carriers  from  Water¬ 
loo. 


The  outside  work  done  in  connection  with  the  hospital  was  as 
follows  : — 

For  West  Lancashire  Rural  District. 


Journeys  with  ambulance  for  patient  .  .  .  .  176 

Journeys  with  ambulance -for  bedding  .  .  .  .  176 

Homses  attended  for  disinfection  .  .  .  .  176 

No.  of  times  disinfector  was  used  .  .  ......  .  .  174 

Rooms  sprayed  .  .  .  .  .  . ,  306 

Schools  sprayed  .  .  .  .....  .  .  4 

Articles  stoved  .  .  .  .....  .....  .  .  3,223 

For  Skelmersdale  Urban  District. 

Journeys  with  ambulance  for  patient  .  .  .  38 

Journeys  with  ambulance  for  bedding  .  .  .  .  25 

Houses  attended  for  disinfection  . .  36 

No.  of  times  disinfector  was  used . ’  .  26 

Rooms  sprayed  .  .  .  .  . ^  .  .  54 

Articles  stoved  . . .  433 

For  Ormskirk  Urban  District. 

Journeys  for  patient  and  bedding.....  .  .  .  .  55 

Journeys  for  the  return  of  bedding  .  .  .  .  55 


NURSING. 

Of  recent  years  the  provision  of  district  nursing  throughout  the 
West  Lancashire  Rural  District  has  been  augmented  and  now  almost 
every  township  in  the  Rural  District  has  a  nurse  available. 

In  Halsall,  a  district  nurse  is  provided  by  Lady  Lethbridgo,  and 
Scarisbrick  also  has  its  own  nursing  association.  The  remainder  are 
afhiliated  associations  under  the  County  administration  or  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Superintendent,  Miss  E.  H.  Furminger,  12,  Ribbles- 
dale  Place,  Preston. 
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Altcar  and  Downholland  are  included  in  the  Formby  Association  ; 
Ince  Blundell  in  that  of  Great  Crosby  ;  Bispham  with  Parbold  and  Applew 
Bridge  ;  Bickerstaffe  with  Rainford.  The  new  Sefton  Affiliated  Asso¬ 
ciation  is  situated  wholly  in  the  Rural  District,  and  provides  for  Thornton, 
Netherton,  Sefton,  and  Aintree.  Tarleton  and  Rufford  are  combined 
with  Bretherton  (the  latter  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District).  Ford  is 
nursed  by  the  Titherland  District  Nursing  Association. 

At  the  end  of  1936  a  new  Association  for  Kirkby  (in  the  Whiston 
Rural  District),  Tydiate  and  Melling  was  formed,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  this  association’s  activities  may  later  be  increased  to  include  Maghull. 

With  one  exception  all  the  nurses  are  certihed  midwives. 

The  Midwives  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council.  Sub¬ 
joined  is  a  list  of  the  midwives  resident  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  193<S. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  Orms- 
kirk,  Skelmersdale,  Maghull  and  North  Meols. 

Four  Health  Visitors  work  in  the  District. 

The  Public  Assistance  Institution  in  Ormskirk  accommodates  un¬ 
married  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children.  Apart 
from  this  there  is  no  provision  in  the  District  for  these  cases. 


EMERGENCY  MATERNITY  UNIT. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Tancashire  Countv  Council, 
Health  Department,  with  the  Corporation  of  Southport  for  the  use  of 
their  emergency  maternity  unit,  for  patients  resident  in  the  following 
districts  : — 

Halsall,  Hesketh-with-Becconsall,  North  Meols,  Rufford, 

Scarisbrick  and  Tarleton. 

Occasionally,  urgent  hospital  treatment  is  recpiired  for  pregnant  or 
parturient  women,  but  removal  to  hospital  would  be  dangerous  owing 
to  the  patient’s  condition.  The  emergency  unit  is  intended  for  use  in 
such  cases. 

The  emergency  unit  consists  of  Dr.  N.  E.  Laurence,  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Corporation’s  Maternity  Hospital,  a  nurse  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  c(|uipment  for  dealing  with  emergencies. 

The  services  of  the  "  unit  ”  are  available,  when  summoned  by  a 
doctor  for  attendance  at  any  home  of  a  patient  in  the  districts  mentioned 
above. 

Each  ]xitient  is  required  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  “  unit  ”  according  to  the  family  circumstances. 
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twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1938. 


34 


MIDWIVES  RESIDENT  IN  THE  DISTRICT  AT  31st  DECEMBER, 

1938. 


Mrs.  j.  Dawson,  “  Franklyn,’'  Southport  Road,  Scarisbrick  C.M.B. 

Miss  E.  Martindale,  8,  Sussex  Road,  Maghull  C.M.B. 

Miss  M.  A.  Bond,  New  Street,  Halsall  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  MacKellar,  Finger  Post  Cottage,  Eivcrpool  Road, 

Aiighton  .  .  .  .  .  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  A.  London,  "  Cauldon,”  The  Crescent,  Liverpool  Road, 

Maghull  .  C.M.B. 

Miss  Ruth  Freeman,  District  Nurse,  “  Burnside,’'  Corse  Lane, 

Tarleton  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Pugh,  22,  Marina  Crescent,  Netherton,  nr.  Liverpool  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  E.  Spencer,  17,  Marina  Crescent,  Netherton,  nr.  Liverpool  C.M.B. 

Miss  R.  vShaw,  94,  Park  Lane,  Netherton  C.M.B. 

Miss  E.  L  Grunes,  17,  Marina  Crescent,  Netherton,  nr. 

Liverpool  .  C.M.B. 

Miss  A.  M.  Irwin,  “  Annesley,”  137,  Liverpool  Road,  Maghull  C.M.B. 

Miss  G.  Johnson,  District  Nurse,  “  Burnside,”  Gorse  Lane, 

Larleton  .  .  .  C.M.B. 

Miss  E.  Morris,'  17,  Stanley  Road,  Alt  Park  Estate,  Maghull  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Gartside,  Oakhill  House,  Liverpool  Road, 

Lydiate  C.M.B. 

Miss  E.  M.  Bickeu'ton,  Oakhill  House,  Liverpool  Road,  Lydiate  C.M.B. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.- NURSING  HOMES, 


Mrs.  A.  London,  ”  Cauldon,” 

The  Crescent,  Maghull  .  One  maternity  case. 

Mrs.  Jane  Pope,  ”  Rose  Dene,” 

Liverpool  Road,  Maghull  .  One  maternity  case. 

Llie  Misses  Mary  A.  Wharton  and 
E.  B.  Jones, 

32,  Gainsborough  Avenue,  Maghull  Two  maternity  or  medical 

cas('s. 

Mesdames  Spencer  and  Grunes, 

17,  Marina  Crescent, 

Netherton  One  maternitv  case. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Gartside,  Oak  Hill  House,  Six  maternity  cases  and  one 
Liverpool  Rd.,  Lydiate  medical  or  surgical  case. 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 


Name. 

District. 

W.  P.  O’ Regan, 

Mansion  House, 

Ormskirk. 

Anghton,  Bickerstaffe,  Halsall, 
Scarisbrick. 

C.  V.  H.  Nesbitt, 

“  Sefton  View,” 

Maghnll. 

Downholland,  Lydiate,  Maghnll, 
Melling,  Simonswood. 

H.  W.  F.  Croft, 

”  Lynton,” 

Tarleton. 

Bispham,  Hesketh  Bank,  Rnfford 
Tarleton,  North  Meols. 

A.  B.  Sykes 
”  Ashurst,” 

Formby. 

Altcar. 

F.  Jones, 

2,  Bedford  Road, 

Walton,  Liverpool. 

Aintree. 

J.  F.  Webb, 

”  Newlyn,” 

Crosby  Road  N.,  Waterloo. 

Ince  Blundell,  Lunt  portion  of 
Sefton,  Thornton. 

J.  C.  Mann, 

”  Riverslie,” 

Crosby  Road,  Seaforth. 

Netherton,  Ford,  Sefton. 

VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 


N.  Bottomley, 

5,  Liverpool  Road, 
Skelmersdale. 

Bickerstaffe,  Bispham,  Scarisbrick, 
Simonswood,  Anghton  (part). 

N.  C.  Lyon, 

74,  Wigan  Road, 

Ormskirk. 

Altcar,  Anghton  (part),  Downholland, 
Halsall,  Lydiate,  Maghnll,  Melling. 

Mrs.  L.  Dandy, 

J^lackgate  Lane, 

Tarleton. 

Hesketh  Bank,  North  Meols,  Rnfford 
and  Tarleton. 

H.  D.  Plevin, 

9,  Cambridge  Road, 

Waterloo. 

Ince  Blundell,  Thornton,  Sefton, 
including  Lunt,  Ford,  Netherton, 
Aintree. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

I'he  table  on  Page  42  shows  the  total  number  of  supplies  from 
])nblic  service  for  each  township,  with  increases  or  decreases  during 
1938,  the  source  of  such  supplies,  the  percentage  of  supplies  to  inhabited 
houses,  and  also  the  total  number  of  supplies  from  wells,  rain  water 
tanks,  etc.,  and  their  increase  or  decrease  during  the  year. 

In  Altcar,  Downholland,  Halsall,  Bickerstaffe,  Lydiate,  Scaris- 
brick,  North  Meols  and  Aughton,  and  also  in  Maghull,  the  vSniithpoId 
and  District  Water  Board  supply  the  water,  own  the  mains,  and  levy 
tlie  water  rate. 


dhe  water  comes  from  deep  wells  and  is  hard,  but  is  otherwise 
satisfactory  for  general  use. 

Rufford  is  sup])lied  with  water  pumped  from  deep  wells  by  tlie 
Ormskirk  Urban  District,  who  delixer  the  water  through  a  meter  to 
the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  Council.  The  latter  Council  own 
the  mains  and  levy  the  water  rate. 

Negotiations  were  completed  with  the  Ormskirk  Urban  District 
Council,  who  laid  a  new  main  from  their  pum])ing  station  at  Greetb}/ 
Hill  to  Burscough  Bridge.  Since  this  work  was  completed  the  sn])ply 
to  Rufford  has  been  satisfactory,  and  there  has  been  no  further  evidence 
of  any  shortage  in  any  part  of  the  parish.  The  temporary  supply  from 
the  Tarleton  main  at  Holmeswood  village  has  been  discontinued. 

Melling  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  St.  Helens  Corporation, 
through  mains  owned  by  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  Council, 
who  levy  the  water  rate. 

Hesketh  and  Tarleton  receive  their  water  from  the  Preston  Corpora¬ 
tion  through  meter  from  Penwortham.  The  West  Lancashire  Rural 
District  Council  laid  a  trunk  main  from  the  latter  point  to  the  water 
tower  at  Tarleton.  The  WTst  Lancashire  Rural  District  Council  own 
the  mains  in  the  two  parishes  and  levy  the  water  rate. 

In  1922,  to  augment  the  supply,  a  concrete  water  tower  was  con¬ 
structed  on  high  land  in  Hesketh  Lane,  Tarleton.  The  tower  is  34 
feet  high  to  the  base  of  the  tank,  which  has  a  capacity  of  60,000  gallons — 
about  half  a  day’s  supply.  The  tank  is  hlled  direct  from  the  trunk  main. 
In  the  event  of  a  breakdown  on  the  mains,  the  service  can  be  main¬ 
tained  for  a  short  time  from  the  tower. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  quantity  of  water  consumed  lias 
shown  a  steady  increase  owing  to  building  development  and  to  the 
development  of  the  horticultural  industry  of  this  area. 

In  the  portion  of  the  district  formerly  administered  bv  the  Sefton 
Rural  District  Council  the  Liverpool  Corporation  provide  the  supplv 
and  are  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  water. 
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In  1935  a  scheme  of  public  water  siipj^y  was  provided  in  tlie  Parish 
of  Bispham.  Formerly  the  inhabitants  drew  their  water  supjily  from 
two  wells.  The  public  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Wigan  Rural  13istrict 
Councirs  mains  through  meter  on  the  boundary. 

The  total  lengths  of  mains  laid  in  the  parish  are  as  follows. — 
4  inch  C.I.  mains,  2-026  miles.  3  inch  C.I.  mains,  0-887  miles. 

It  may  be  generally  stated  that  all  houses  in  the  Rural  District  are 
supplied  by  public  service,  except  in  cases  where  the  cost  of  carrying 
the  mains  to  the  house  would  be  prohibitive. 

ells  throughout  the  Rural  District  are  usually  in  proximity  to 
cultivated  land  or  other  sources  of  sewage  pollution,  and  frecjuent  inspec¬ 
tion  is  necessary. 

The  Martin  Mere  area  in  Scarisbrick  is  probably  worse  oh  for  water 
than  any  other  portion  of  the  Rural  District.  It  is  a  tract  of  land  over 
3,000  acres  reclaimed  from  the  sea,  all  below  sea  level,  and  intersected 
with  dykes.  The  few  wells  that  have  been  sunk  have  all  fallen  into 
disuse,  owing  to  the  water  being  impure  and  brackish  in  taste. 

There  are  only  sixteen  houses  scattered  over  this  large  area,  live  of 
them  being  cottages  and  eleven  farm  houses. 

Tanks  are  provided  at  each  house,  with  downspouts  from  the  roofs 
leading  into  them. 

In  most  cases  the  drinking  water  tank  is  underground. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  appears  to  be  adequate,  except  for 
a  few  days  in  particularly  dry  weather. 

Most  of  the  farms  are  owned  by  a  large  estate,  which  has  the  neces¬ 
sary  transport  facilities  for  conveying  water  to  the  farms  when  the 
rain  water  supply  fails. 

Adequate  covering  of  all  tanks  containing  drinking  water  should  be 
insisted  upon,  and  drinking  water  should  occasionally  be  chlorinated. 

The  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  is  particularly  well  supplied 
with  wholesome  water.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  even  though  the 
area  includes  the  3,000  acres  mentioned  above  where  a  piped  supply  is 
out  of  the  question,  97-4  per  cent,  of  the  houses  in  the  whole  District 
are  supplied  from  public  mains. 

Seven  samples  of  water  from  wells,  springs,  streams,  etc.,  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  six  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactorv 
for  human  consumption.  In  two  of  the  cases  the  premises  are  now  con¬ 
nected  to  the  main,  in  three  of  the  cases  the  water  is  not  used  for  drinking 
purj)oses,  and  in  the  other  case  the  tank  has  been  reconditioned. 


41 


There  have  been  no  important  extensions  of  mains  during  the  year 
under  review. 

The  Water  Works  Engineers  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  the 
Southport  and  District  Water  Board,  the  St.  Helens  Corporation,  the 
Preston  Rural  District  Council,  the  Wigan  Rural  District  Council,  the 
Upholland  Urban  District  Council,  and  the  Ormskirk  Urban  District 
Council  Lave  been  particularly  helpful  in  supplying  regularly  copies  of 
analyses  of  the  water  delivered  by  them  through  the  mains  in  the  District. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

DECEMBER  31st,  1938. 


« 

1938 

SUPPLIED  FROM  PUBLIC  MAIN. 

Total 

Other  Number  of 

Supplies  Houses  and 

Percentages 

1  Upholland  LAban 

District  Council. 

Wigan  Rural 

1  District  Council 

Liverpool 

Corporation 

i 

1  Ormskirk  Urban 
District  Council 

St.  Helens 
Corporation 

1 

1  Preston  Rural 
District  Council 

1 

j  Southport  and. 
j  Dist.  Water  Board 

TOTALS 

!  Increase  or 
Decrease 

Wells,  etc. 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

1 

Total  number 

of  Houses 

1 

Percentag'e  of 

houses  supplied 

by  public  main 

Ainlree  . 

• — - 

—  574 

1 

— 

— 

■ — • 

— 

574 

235 

— 

1 

574 

100  0 

A  hear  . 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

— 

167 

167 

8 

25 

■ — 

192 

86  0 

Aughtoii  . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

2 

— 

925 

927 

14 

6 

• — 

933 

C9-3 

liickerstaffc  . 

6 

56 

— ■ 

— 

— 

344 

350 

2 

8 

-2 

358 

97  7 

Lhs[)ham  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

1 

10 

-1 

66 

84  8 

Downholiand  .... 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

161 

161 

1 

13 

174 

92  5 

Ford  . 

202 

— 

— 

— 

202 

130 

_ 

202 

100-0 

Halsall  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

574 

574 

2 

22 

596 

96-3 

1  les  eth  Bank 

— 

— - 

— 

520 

— 

520 

8 

4 

— 

524 

99-2 

I  nee  Blundell  . 

— 

— • 

119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

119 

— 

4 

— 

123 

96-7 

Lydiate  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

399 

399 

5 

28 

- — 

427 

93-4 

Maghull  . 

— 

i 

— 

4 

— 

2285 

2289 

579 

14 

— 

2303 

S9-3 

Melling  . 

— - 

1 

— 

345 

— 

— ■ 

346 

5 

6 

— 

352 

98-3 

Netherton . 

— 

— 

875 

— - 

— 

• — • 

— 

875 

56 

— 

— 

875 

100-0 

North  Meols 

— 

— 

— 

1 

*  1 

5 

692 

697 

2 

19 

-3 

716 

97  3 

Iv  Lifford  . 

— 

— 

— 

283 

— 

283 

9 

6 

- — 

289 

97-9 

Searisbriek 

'  — 

— 

— 

6 

— 

753 

759 

19 

26 

-4 

785 

86-6 

Sefton  . 

— 

117 

— 

— 

— 

— 

117 

— 

7 

— 

124 

94-3 

Simonswood 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

70 

— 

— 

70 

— 

8 

— 

78 

89-6 

Tarleton  . 

— 

— • 

— 

2 

— 

768 

— 

770 

13 

3 

— 

773 

99-6 

Thornton  . 

— 

— 

329 

— 

— 

— 

— 

329 

51 

— 

— 

329 

100  0 

3'otals 

6 

56 

2217 

291 

421 

1293 

6300 

10584 

1140 

2C9 

-10 

10793 

98 -O 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

In  the  following  parishes  main  sewerage  systems  are  available  : — 
Anghton,  Maghull,  Lydiate,  Rnfford,  Tarleton,  Aintree,  Netherton, 
Sefton  and  Thornton. 

The  construction  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  townships  of  Aintree, 
vSefton,  Netherton  and  Thornton  has  now  been  completed,  and  the  dis¬ 
posal  works  were  opened  by  Sir  George  Etherton,  Clerk  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  in  March,  1937. 

In  the  part  of  Anghton  where  there  is  a  system  of  sewers,  excrement 
is  largely  disposed  of  by  water  carriage.  The  watershed  is  drained  to 
the  Sewage  Farm  on  the  banks  of  Sudell  Brook  at  the  south-west  boimdarv 
of  the  parish. 

On  entry,  the  sewage  passes  through  a  detritus  tank,  then  on  through 
the  screening  chamber  and  precipitation  tanks.  The  tank  effluent  is 
dealt  with  by  two  revolving  sprinklers,  j^ercolating  beds,  and,  when  suit¬ 
able,  on  the  land  filtration  area.  The  hnal  effluent  is  discharged  into  the 
brook,  which  eventually  joins  the  River  Alt  some  miles  lower  down 
stream.  The  daily  dry  weather  flow  at  these  works  is  approximately 
60,000  gallons. 

An  electric  motor  pump  is  installed  for  the  purpose  of  pumping 
sludge  from  the  sludge  well  to  the  lagoons. 

Complaints  have  been  received  from  time  to  time  of  the  offensive 
odour  from  the  works.  The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  has  made  a 
complete  investigation  of  the  works  and  of  the  sewers,  and  submitted 
his  report,  and  estimated  for  suggested  improvements. 

In  Banks  a  number  of  private  septic  tanks  and  Alters  have  been  put 
down,  and  these  have  proved  satisfactory.  The  remainder  of  the  houses 
not  so  completed  have  cesspools,  the  emptying  of  which  is  undertaken 
by  the  Council.  The  contents  are  sprayed  on  agrieultural  land  by 
arrangement  with  local  farmers. 

In  Lydiate  most  of  the  sewage  from  the  old  property  is  dealt  with  by 
cesspools.  The  portion  of  the  township  between  the  Maghull  boundary 
and  Lollies  Bridge  has  become  urbanised  owing  to  the  opening  out  of 
Moss  Lane,  the  provision  of  bus  and  electricity  services  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  development  of  a  large  housing  estate.  This  area  has  now  main 
drainage^  and  is  connected  to  the  Maghull  sewerage  system  near  Bower’s 
Garage. 

In  the  remaining  parishes  in  the  Distriet,  excrement  is  largely  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  means  of  either  small  private  septic  tanks  and  Alters  or  cess¬ 
pools. 

In  the  parish  of  Maghull,  in  eonnection  with  the  State  Institution 
there  is  a  private  installation,  the  effluent  from  which  discharges  into 
the  Sudell  Brook. 
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Ill  Aintree  tlie  British  Enka  Artihcial  Silk  Works  Co.,  Ltd.,  have 
their  own  installation.  The  effluent  from  this  is  discharged  into  the 
River  Alt. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  in  Tarleton  since  the  last  extension 
through  the  Village  and  along  Gorse  Lane. 

The  parishes  of  Hesketh-with-Becconsall,  North  Meols,  portions  of 
Scarisbrick  and  Halsall,  and  the  northern  portion  of  Tarleton  adjacent 
to  Hesketh-with-Becconsall,  have  not  yet  had  main  drainage  made 
available,  and  these  districts  are  still  dependent  upon  either  cesspools 
or  septic  tanks. 

In  Melling,  some  industrial  development  has  commenced  in  the 
southerly  portion  of  the  township,  and  if  this  continues  the  Council 
will  have  to  consider  main  drainage  for  this  area. 

Maghull  continues  to  develop  fairly  rapidly,  and  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  extend  the  work.  The  sub-joined  report  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Ward, 
Consulting  Engineer  to  the  Council,  was  written  at  the  end  of  1936, 
inserted  in  the  Report  for  1937,  and  is  here  re-printed. 

Summarising  the  population  hgures,  the  present  population  in  Mag¬ 
hull  and  Lydiate  is  5,71 1 .  In  Maghull,  there  will  very  shortly  be  a  further 
2,828  persons,  making  a  total  of  present  and  immediate  future  popula¬ 
tion  of  8,539.  Included  in  this  total  are  the  populations  of  two  im¬ 
portant  institutions  :  the  Henry  Cox  Homes  in  Sefton  Lane  and  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions,  Moss  vSide  State  Institution,  namely  350  and  328 
persons  respectively.  As  the  water  consumption  in  these  institutions 
is  approximately  double  the  assumed  average  of  25  gallons  per  head  per 
day,  and  the  Moss  Side  Institution  is  likely  to  be  doubled  in  10  years’ 
time,  the  flow  will  be  equivalent  to  an  extra  population  of  350  plus  656, 
making  the  total  population  figure  of  9,545. 

In  view  of  the  recent  rapid  development,  with  the  considerable 
further  areas  ready  for  building,  it  is  considered  that  the  capacity  of  the 
sewage  disposal  works  should  be  e(|uivalent  to  a  population  of  12,500, 
The  present  works’  capacity  is  3,300,  so  the  extensions  needed  are  based 
on  a  population  of  9,200. 

Certain  amendments  to  the  present  works  are  required,  with  the 
addition  of  the  new  section.  It  has  been  decided  to  fit  automatic 
mechanically  operated  screens  in  the  existing  screening  chamber,  as  owing 
to  the  large  increased  flow,  the  existing  bar  screens  have  to  be  raked  at 
frequent  intervals.  A  new  pump  is  to  be  fitted  in  the  sewage  pumping 
station  in  order  to  being  up  the  total  capacity  of  the  pumps  to  1,302 
gallons  per  minute,  i.e.,  a  maximum  emergency  pumping  rate  of  6 
D.W'.E.  on  a  population  of  12,500.  Space  was  left  for  this  new  pump 
when  the  present  works  were  designed. 

Sewage  will  be  pumped  to  a  reinforced  concrete  balancing  tank  on 
piers  above  ground.  In  this  tank  will  be  two  constant  flow  floating  arm 
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draw-off  pipes,  one  supplying  the  existing  unit  and  the  other  the  proposed 
extension.  The  balancing  tank  is  incorporated  in  order  that  the  flow 
to  the  works  might  synchronize  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  flow  in  the 
outfall  sewer,  lire  floating  arm  supplying  the  proposed  extension  is  to 
draw-off  at  the  rate  of  1  D.W.F.  for  a  population  of  9,200,  or  9,580 
gallons  per  hour,  while  that  to  the  existing  works  is  to  supply  at  the 
rate'  of  1  D.W.F.  for  a  population  of  3,300,  or  3,440  gallons  per  hour. 

When  the  flow  exceeds  1  D.W.F.  of  the  total  population,  namely 
12,500,  overflow  weirs  come  into  action.  These  are  built  on  the  side 
walls  of  the  tank  and  discharge  into  the  channels  supplying  the  existing 
works  and  the  proposed  extension.  They  are  designed  so  that  when 
the  depth  of  flow  over  the  weirs  is  3  inches  the  discharges  are  at  the  rate 
of  2  D.W.F.  of  the  capacities  of  the  respective  units.  Should  the  flow 
at  any  time  exceed  the  rate  of  3  D.W.F.  of  the.  total  capacity  there, 
then  an  emergency  weir  comes  into  operation,  which  discharges  the  sur¬ 
plus  to  the  proposed  extension.  The  floating  arm  draw-off  and  the 
2  D.W.F.  over-flow  weir  supplying  the  extension  are  to  be  made  capable 
of  adjustment  so  that  the  existing  works  deal  with  the  portion  from  the 
population  of  3,300  while  the  extension  deals  only  with  the  balance. 

The  sewage  passes  down  a  15  inch  pipe  to  the  inlet  td  the  proposed 
simplex  surface  aeration  unit.  At  the  outlet  of  the  above  pipe  will  be 
fitted  an  automatic  penstock  electrically  controlled  by  a  time  switch 
with  a  view  to  closing  down  the  aeration  plant  during  the  night  period, 
and  such  small  flows  as  there  may  be  being  treated  by  the  existing  works. 
The  sewage  then  flows  into  a  preliminary  settling  tank  of  the  Dortmund 
type,  the  capacity  being  4  hrs.  D.W.F.  or  38,400  gallons.  Sludge  is 
to  be  withdrawn  under  hydrostatic  head  and  pass  to  the  sludge 
pumping  station. 

The  tank  effluent  then  flows  along  a  flume  recorder  channel  to  the 
aeration  tanks,  which  are  of  a  capacity  of  153,400  gallons  or  16  hrs. 
D.W.F.  For  final  settlement  of  suspended  matter  the  effluent  passes 
into  duplicate  final  settlement  tanks,  giving  a  retention  of  6  hrs.  D.W.F., 
or  a  total  capacity  of\57,00  gallons.  Each  final  settlement  tank  is  fitted 
with  a  sludge  lifter  which  discharges  the  sludge  into  a  sight  box,  from 
which  branches  are  taken  to  a  6  inch  common  sludge  return  main  to  the 
inlet  end  of  the  areation  tanks.  Surplus  sludge  is  withdrawn  under 
hydrostatic  head  into  a  sludge  manhole  at  the  side  of  the  tanks  and  from 
here  gravitates  to  the  sludge  pumping  station.  A  portion  of  the  sludge 
is  pumped  back  to  the  inlet  to  the  preliminary  settling  tank,  thereby 
settling  out  all  surplus  activated  sludge  with  the  raw  sludge  normally 
produced  in  the  tank,  resulting  in  a  more  consolidated  mass. 

From  the  balancing  tank  sewage  flows  down  a  flume  recorder  channel 
to  a  9  inch  pipe  discharging  into  the  inlet  manholes  to  the  existing  settling 
tanks.  -The  existing  tanks  are  of  the  Dortmund  type,  and  at  the  present 
time  the  sewage  is  pumped  in  at  one  end  and  discharges  over  a  weir  at 
the  far  end,  and  into  the  feed  chamber  to  the  filters.  The  inlet  and  outlet 
flow  arrangement  pf  these  tanks  are  to  be  improved. 
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The  proposal  is  that  the  sewage  should  pass  down  a  9  inch  pipe 
into  a  deflector  box  fixed  in  the  middle  of  each  tank  and  discharge  into 
channels  around  the  four  walls. 

Certain  alterations  have  been  found  necessary  at  the  humus  tanks 
and  to  the  desludging  arrangements.  It  is  proposed  to  abandon  the 
existing  sludge  beds  which  consist  of  underdrained  clinker  beds  with 
earth  banks.  When  sludge  is  pumped  onto  the  beds  the  sludge  liquor 
percolates  through  these  banks  and  runs  off  over  the  surrounding  ground, 
only  a  small  amount  finding  its  way  to  the  sludge  liquor  drain.  Under 
the  new  proposals  all  sludge  both  from  the  existing  works  and  the  proposed 
extension  is  to  drain  to  a  sludge  pumping  station  from  which  it  is  to  be 
pumped  to  the  proposed  sludge  digestion  tanks,  except  for  a  small  amount 
of  activated  sludge  which  will  be  returned  to  the  aeration  unit  as  previ¬ 
ously  mentioned. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  found  in  disposing  of  sludge  from 
the  present  works,  and  with  the  rapidly  increasing  population  a  sludge 
digestion  plant  has  been  considered  essential.  The  close  proximity 
of  dwelling  houses  has  a  considerable  bearing  on  the  matter. 

The  sludge  digestion  tank  will  have  a  capacity  of  25,000  cubic  feet, 
and  is  to  be  fitted  with  mechanism  supplied  by  the  Dorr-Oliver  Co.,  Ltd. 
Sludge  liquor  will  overflow  and  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  screening 
chamber  at  the  inlet  to  the  works.  The  sluge  itself  will  be  discharged 
under  hydrostatic  head  along  a  6  inch  main  to  the  sludge  beds.  These 
consist  of  10  shallow  concrete  basins  filled  with  an  average  of  15  inches 
of  clinker  and  underdrained  with  agricultural  tiles,  their  cross  area  being 
1,250  sq.  yds.,  or  1  sq.  yd.  to  10  persons.  The  sludge  liquor  return 
drain  connects  to  the  main  outfall  sewer  to  the  works. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  completed  extension  of  the  works  will  be 
opened  in  June,  1939. 

Certain  houses  in  Little  Altcar  are  connected  to  the  Formby  sewerage 
system.  At  the  time  when  the  Formby  sewerage  system  was  being 
carried  out  certain  land  was  required  for  disposal  works,  and  the  owner 
of  the  said  land  sold  it  on  condition  that  certain  areas  of  his  land  situate 
in  Little  Altcar,  should  drain  into  the  Formby  sewerage  system. 

A  small  installation  serves  the  greater  part  of  Rufford  village. 
Treatment  is  by  means  of  septic  tank  and  revolving  sprinklers  over 
])ercolating  filters. 

'I'he  following  conversions  have  been  effected  during  the  year  : — 


Privies  to  waterclosets  .  .  47 

Privies  to  pails  .  .  .  .  15 

Pails  to  water-clo.sets  .  .  .  7 

hdxed  receptacles  to  metal  bins .  .  74 


47 


During  the  year  tlie  following  connections  to  the  sewer  were  made  : — 


Anghton  .  23 

Ain  tree  .  168 

Ford  .  .  119 

Maghnll  .  3S1 

Fydiate  .  7 

Netherton  .  94 

Tarleton  .  .  3 

Thornton  .  32 


The  total  number  of  houses  now  connected  is  4,vS68. 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES,  1938. 


closet 

accommodation. 

refuse 

accommodation. 

W.C’s 

Pails 

Privies 

Dry 

Ashpits 

Privy 

Ashpits 

Bins 

Aintree . 

553 

1 

20 

2 

19 

552 

Altc.\r  . 

99 

18 

72 

15 

70 

98 

A UGH TON 

825 

5 

101 

59 

100 

771 

B ICKER  STAFF  E 

55 

76 

223 

14 

223 

130 

Bispham 

2 

13 

51 

1 

51 

7 

Downholland 

27 

15 

130 

14 

130 

26 

Ford  . 

182 

6 

14 

4 

14 

177 

ETalsall 

254 

51 

275 

29 

261 

252 

Hesketh  Bank 

223 

131 

168 

9 

166 

340 

Ince  Blundell 

63 

1 

56 

25 

51 

36 

Tydiate 

252 

9 

162 

15 

162 

243 

Maghull 

2204 

34 

60 

31 

60 

2212 

Melling 

197 

17 

138 

— 

130 

215 

Netherton  . 

859 

— 

16 

— , 

16 

850 

North  Meols 

267 

215 

215 

2 

204 

476 

Rufford 

133 

48 

108 

6 

108 

181 

SCARISBRICK  . 

380 

59 

338 

10 

338 

460 

Sefton 

69 

1 

51 

6 

48 

57 

SiMONSWOOD  . 

22 

1 

55 

3 

55 

18 

Tarleton 

326 

148 

299 

8 

298 

489 

Thornton 

290 

1 

38 

2 

37 

289 

Totals . 

7282 

850 

2590 

248 

2541 

7879 

LAND  DRAINAGE. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Eaton  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson,  the  Engineers  to  the  River 
Alt  and  River  Crossens  Catchment  Boards,  have  kindly  supplied  tlie 
following  information  with  regard  to  the  year’s  improvements  in  land 
drainage 
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River  Alt. — Owing  to  the  improvement  in  the  tidal  channel,  the  level 
of  the  water  at  the  Floodgates  at  Hightown  in  flood  time  and  under  normal 
conditions,  was  considerably  lower  than  it  had  been  for  many  years, 
]:)robably  forty-five. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  Dragline  Excavator  started  widening  the 
Alt  down-stream  from  Sefton  Mill,  working  on  the  left  bank,  and  another 
machine  commenced  widening  up-stream  from  Hightown.  Last  autumn, 
the  machines  met  at  Altcar,  so  completing  the  first  stage  of  the  work. 
The  work  of  widening  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is  now  in  operation. 

During  last  year  (1938)  the  river  was  widened  from  Dunnings  Bridge 
on  the  Liverpool  /Ormskirk  Road  to  Bull  Bridge  on  the  road  from 
Aintree  Village  to  Maghull,  to  cope  with  the  increase  in  the  amount  of 
water  coming  down  the  river  in  flood  time,  due  to  building  development 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Catchment  Area. 

The  work  of  widening  the  Alt  between  Alder’s  Bridge,  Kirkby,  and 
Clockhouse  Bridge  on  the  Liverpool  boundarv,  has  just  commenced. 
This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  owing  to  the  rapid  building 
development  that  is  taking  place  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  erection  of  the 
Balloon  Barrage  Station  on  the  banks  of  the  Alt,  between  these  two 
points. 

River  Douglas. — The  Douglas  Catchment  Board  has  taken  over 
responsibility  for  the  Eller  Brook  from  Carr  Lane,  Burscough,  to  its 
junction  with  the  Douglas,  and  has  commenced  deepening  and  widening 
it.  About  half  the  work  is  alreadv  completed. 

The  main  watercourses  on  the  Low  Meadows,  Lathom,  have  also 
been  taken  over,  and  the  outfall  into  the  Douglas  has  been  reconstructed. 

River  Crossens. — More  than  three-quarters  of  the  River  Crossens 
Catchment  Area  of  37,906  acres  lies  within  the  area  of  the  West  Lancashire 
Rural  District.  In  includes  on  the  West  the  greater  part  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Southport  and  extends  on  the  East  to  Hundred  End,  Tarleton, 
Rufford,  Burscough  Bridge,  Ormskirk,  and  on  the  South  to  Halsall. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  this  Area  within  the  West  Lancashire 
Rural  District  lies  below  the  level  of  high  water  mark  of  Spring  tides, 
and  but  for  the  operations  of  the  Catchment  and  Drainage  Boards  in 
improving  and  maintaining  the  drainage  system  and  the  sea  and  river 
banks,  some  15,000  acres  would  be  liable  to  inundation,  and  revert 
to  a  condition  of  mere  and  morass.  Severe  and  extensive  flooding 
took  place  during  heavy  rain  before  the  Catchment  Board  commenced 
their  work  of  improvement  in  1933. 

The  Drainage  Board  Area  of  18,039  acres  lies  within  the  Catchment 
Board  Area  and  is  almost  wholly  in  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District. 

The  whole  of  the  land  drainage  of  the  portion  of  the  West  Tamcashire 
Rural  District  lying  within  the  Catchment  Area  i^j  discharged  into  the 
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Main  Rivers  and  Main  Drains  of  the  Catchment  and  Drainage  Boards, 
together  with  all  the  road  water  and  the  sewage  outfalls  from  the  various 
villages  and  townships  within  the  Area,  such  as  :  Banks,  Mere  Brow, 
Rufford  (part  of),  Lathom  and  Burscough,  Ormskirk  (part  of),  Bescar 
Lane,  Scarisbrick,  Kew,  Shirdley  Hill,  Halsall  (part  of).  New  Lane,  etc. 
Much  of  this  sewage  is  untreated  and  the  sewage  from  Banks  empties 
into  the  Pumping  System  of  the  Drainage  Board,  and  is  pumped  up  into 
the  Crossens  Channel  by  the  Drainage  Board’s  pumps  at  the  Crossens 
Pumping  Station.  In  fact,  the  Main  Rivers  of  the  Catchment  Area  may 
be  deemed  to  be  the  outfall  sewers  for  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District. 
These  Rivers  are  almost  entirely  artihcial  watercourses,  and  have  an 
average  gradient  of  1  in  6,000. 

Since  1933  the  Catchment  Board  have  been  engaged  on  a  scheme 
for  cleaning  out,  enlarging  and  deepening  the  39 J  miles  of  Main  Rivers 
which  drain  the  Catchment  Area.  The  Drainage  Board,  also,  have  im¬ 
proved  the  88  miles  of  Main  Watercourses  within  the  Drainage  Area. 

The  Catchment  Board’s  scheme  costing  approximately  £36,000,  is 
now  approaching  completion,  and  the  Main  Rivers,  together  with  the 
Crossens  Sea  Channel  into  which  they  discharge,  have  been  enlarged 
and  deepened  so  as  to  be  from  two  to  three  times  their  former  capacity. 
The  Board  have  also  rebuilt  or  improved  14  bridges  over  these  rivers. 

The  Drainage  Board,  in  addition  to  deepening  and  cleaning  out  the 
88  miles  of  Main  Watercourses  has,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £8,000, 
remodelled  the  main  Pumping  Station  at  Crossens,  putting  in  three  new 
diesel  engines  and  pumps  in  addition  to  the  existing  suction  gas  engines 
and  pumps,  so  increasing  the  pumping  capacity  by  two-thirds.  The 
pumping  plant  at  two  subsidiary  Pumping  Stations,  at  Holmeswood 
and  near  Fish  Lane,  Burscough,  have  also  been  improved  and  new  plant 
provided  by  the  Drainage  Board. 

The  schemes  of  the  Catchment  Board  and  Drainage  Board  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  completed  in  the  year  1939,  and  the  results  of  the  works 
executed  are  fully  realizing  anticipations  in  that  the  flood  water  carried 
by  the  Main  Rivers  are  being  much  more  rapidly  discharged  to  the  sea. 

The  danger  of  flooding  has  been  greatly  diminished,  and  large 
areas  of  land  have  been  brought  back  into  cultivation.  Many  farms 
which  were  previously  in  hand  are  now  let  and  the  amount  of  unused 
land  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  improvements  effected  in  land  drainage  are  shewn  by  the  fact 
that  during  the  excessive  rains  of  last  winter,  when  the  rainfall  during 
the  months  of  October,  November,  December  and  January  amounted 
to  20*37",  and  that  when  many  other  Catchment  Areas  were  severely 
flooded,  the  amount  of  flooding  in  the  Crossens  Catchment  Area  was 
comparatively  negligible.  The  success  of  the  drainage  operations  are  of 
great  importance  to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  West  Lanca.shire 
Rural  District. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  schemes  are  in  operation  in  the  townships  of  Aintree, 
Altcar,  Aughton,  Bickerstaffe,  Ford,  Halsall,  Hesketh  Bank,  Lydiate, 
Maghiill,  Melling,  Netherton,  North  Meols,  Rnfford,  Scarisbrick,  Tarleton, 
and  Thornton. 

During  the  year  a  sclicme  for  1^'ord  was  inaugurated  and  the  collec¬ 
tion  undertaken  by  arrangement  with  the  Litherland  ITban  District 
Council. 

The  whole  of  the  township  of  Aughton  is  scavenged,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  scattered  area  of  Clieves  Hills. 

Some  houses  in  Halsall,  which  are  adjacent  to  the  County  Borough 
of  Southport,  are  scavenged  by  agreement  with  the  Health  Department 
of  the  Southport  Corporation.  The  central  area  of  Halsall  is  now  regu¬ 
larly  scavenged  under  contract  with  a  local  farmer. 

Schemes  for  Maghull  and  the  adjacent  portion  of  Tydiate,  and 
for  Tarleton,  are  working  satisfactorily. 

Scavenging  was  commenced  during  1934  in  Bickerstaffe,  Hesketh 
Bank,  Melling  and  Netherton. 

Early  in  1937  a  scavenging  .scheme  for  Aintree  was  put  into  operation, 
but  until  then  scavenging  was  regularly  carried  out  by  local  carters,  with 
whom  arrangements  were  made  by  the  residents. 

It  is  now  correct  to  .say  that  all  the  urbanised  areas  in  the  Rural 
District  are  scavenged. 

The  Council  rent  from  the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway 
Company,  a  low-lying  tract  of  land  on  the  east  .side  of  Ruft'ord  Station  for 
refuse  disposal. 

A  disused  quarry  in  Melling  has  been  purchased  and  this  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  large  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  the  southern  townships  for  many 
years. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  objectionable  practice 
of  indiscriminate  tipping  by  householders  has  now  largely  been  eliminated 
by  the  establishment  of  controlled  tipping  throughout  the  District. 

The  portion  of  the  District  to  the  south  of  Ormskirk  is  now  catered 
for  by  the  Melling  Quarry  tip  ;  the  northern  area  b}^  hve  tips  in  New  Lane, 
Tarleton  ;  Church  Road,  Rufford  ;  Gravel  Lane,  Banks  ;  Drummersdale, 
Scarisbrick,  and  Carmoss  Lane,  Halsall,  while  the  small  ti])  in  New  \\4iy, 
Bickerstaffe,  has  been  retained  for  that  eastern  side  and  is  ahso  being 
run  on  a  controlled  tipping  basis. 

4'hus  by  lessening  the  number  of  tips  it  is  now  ])ossible  adequately 
to  control  operations  with  efficiency  and  with  the  minimum  number  of 
st  aff . 

The  total  number  of  rc'Ceptacles  emptied  during  the  vear  was  228,231, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

FOR  THE 

WEST  LANCASHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

YEAR  1938. 


AINTREE. 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated .  .  .  .  .  5 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  notice  ..  .  .  5 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  232 

Registered  dairies,  etc.  .  .  3 

Limewashing  required .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  5 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  ..  .  1 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  7821 

Conversions  — ■ 

Privies  to  water  closets  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ashpits  to  bins  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Samples  obtained  .  .  .  1 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  266 


ALTCAR. 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  13 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required  ,  .....  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ' .  .  .  3 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  .  4  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  ,  .  .  .  .  nil 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  .  .  .  4  lbs. 

Scavenging 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  .  .  .  2114 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  23 
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AUCxHTON. 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  29 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  30 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  0 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  0 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  0 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  ,  14 

Slaughterhouses  registered  .  .  .  2 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  11 

Dairies  abolished  .  .  4 

Limewashing  required  5 

P'actories  with  mechanical  power  5 

P'actories  without  mechanical  power  18 

Limewashing  required  1 

Schools  visited  2 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  299 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  8  cwts.  42  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  5  cwts.  40  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  3  cwts.  21bs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  39,  334 

Conversions  : — 

Privies  to  water  closets  .  .  8 

Privy  ashpits  to  bins  .  .  .  8 

I'otal  number  of  inspections  made  .  483 


BTCKKRSTAhhE. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .....  51 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  51 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  51 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  138)  .  .  2 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  10 

Limewashing  required  3 

h'actories  with  mechanical  power  ..  2 

h'actories  without  mechanical  power  6 

Schools  visited  1 

Carcases  examined  94 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  73  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  56  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  17  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptit'd  .  7,219 

Conversions  : — 

Privies  to  pails 
Privy  ashpits  to  bins 
4'otal  number  of  ins])ections  made 


6 

(S 

214 
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BISPIIAM. 

Nniiibcr  of  nuisances  found  .  ,  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  2 

Nuisances  abated  with  notice  .  .  2 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis  .  .  .  .  8 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  138)  .  .  .  1 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  4 

Limewashing  required .  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .  3 

Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  .  .  .  6  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  lbs. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  49 

I)OWNHOLLANl>. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  2 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis .  .  .  .  4 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  .  .  .  1 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .  .  3 

Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  149 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  1  cwt.  23  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  .  .  67  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  .  .  .  68  lbs. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  168 

FORD. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .....  3 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Preliminary  notice  served  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .....  .  .  .  130 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  .....  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .  .  .  1 

Slaughterhouses  registered  .  .  .  .  .  , .  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  421 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  .  .  20  cwts.  19  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  .  .  .  11  cwts.  29  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  .  .  8  cwts.  102  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — • 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  .  .  5,088 

fotal  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  672 
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HALSALL. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  29 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  24 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  .  .  8 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  7 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  11 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  3 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  17 

Dairies,  etc.,  transferred  .  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required  4 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  5 

Limewashing  required  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  . -  3 

Schools  visited  1 

Carcases  examined  199 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  5  cwts.  35  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  .  4  cwts.  86  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  61  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — • 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  8,878 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  322 


HESKETH  BANK. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  27 

Nuisances  abated  30 

Preliminary  notices  served  10 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  12 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  16 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  8 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  7 

Limewashing  required  ‘  2 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  6 

Limewashing  required  .  .  .  2 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  1 

Schools  visited  1 

Carcases  examined  174 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  .  1 1 1  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  94  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  ,  17  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  14,374 

Conversions  : — 

Privies  converted  to  pails  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  297 
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INCE  BLUNDELL. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  ,  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  2 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  .  .  2 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  3 

Limewashing  required  3 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  3 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis  .  .  .  .  6 

Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  32 

LYDIATE. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  8 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  .  .  .  .....  .  7 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  7 

Drains  tested  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis  .  1 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  .  .  5 

Slaughterhouses  licenced  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .  ...,  4 

Schools  visited  .  .  .....  .  .  2 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  93 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  1  cwt.  42  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  .  .  .  1  cwt.  4  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  .  .  .  . 38  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  5,274 

Conversions  : — ■ 

Privies  to  water  closets  .  .  .  .  3 

Privy  ashpits  to  bins  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  196 

MAGHULL. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  .  31 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Statutory  notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  ...  1 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ..  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  supplies  (P.H.x\.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  .  .  579 

Samples  from  water  mains  .  .  .....  .  ....  .  2 
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Milk  samples 
Registered  dairies 

Limewashing  required . 

Floors  repaired  . 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 
F'actories  without  mechanical  power 
Schools  visited  .  . 

Registered  slaughterhouses 
Licenced  slaughterhouses 
Carcases  examined 
Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  . 

Tuberculous  meat 
Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied 
Conversions  : — 

Privies  to  water  closets 
Pails  to  water  closets 
Dry  ashpits  to  bins 
Priv}/  ashpits  to  bins 
Total  number  of  inspections  . 


9 

7 

3 
1 

4 
15 

4 

1 

1 

364 

1  cwt.  72  lbs. 
1  cwt.  36  lbs. 

44,785 

4 

5 
5 
4 

1,184 


MELTING. 


Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  ,  12 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  13 

Preliminary  notices  served  3 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  3 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  10 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  .  .  7 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis .  .  .  .  5 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  5 

Limewashing  required .  .  .  .  .  2 

Floors  repaired  ...  .  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  2 

F'actories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  4 

Schools  visited  .  .  ,  .  2 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emiptied  .  .  .  6,627 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  332 


NETHERTON. 


Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  03 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  04 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  19 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  .  .  3 

Preliminar}^  notices  complied  with  2 

W’ater  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  60 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  .  3 
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Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Offensive  trades  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  .  6 

Scavenging  : — ■ 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  ,  .  .  .  20,720 

Conversions  : — 

Privies  to  water  closets  .  .  .  27 

Privy  ashpits  to  bins  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Dry  ashpits  to  bins  .  4 

Total  number  of  inspections  ,  .  .  .  .  251 

NORTH  MEOLS. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  64 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  .  .  .  18 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  .  .  18 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  . .  .  31 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis  .  .  .  6 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  2 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  138)  .  3 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  21 

New  Registrations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .....  .  9 

Factories  transferred  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  abolished  ..  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  4 

Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  2 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  166 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  3  cwts.,  51  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  .  1  cwt.,  79  lbs.  • 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  1  cwt.,  84  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  .  24,077 

Conversions  : — 

Privies  converted  to  pails  .  .  .  .  4 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  .  .  1 

Privy  ashpits  to  bins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  395 

RUFFORD. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  5 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  5 

Preliminary  notices  served  ..  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Samples  obtained  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 
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Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  vSec.  137)  .  .  .  9 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  ...  .  .  7 

New  Registrations  ..  .  .  1 

Dairies  abolished  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ,  .  .  12 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  .  1 

Limewashing  required  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Carcases  examined  122 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  4  cwts.,  57  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  97  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  3  cwts.,  72  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  . .  .  6,103 

Conversions  : — 

Pails  converted  to  water  closets  .  .  2 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  212 


SCARISBRICK. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  43 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  43 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  .  .  .  12 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .  12 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  21 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis  ..  16 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  17 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  138)  ..  .  4 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  14 

Dairies — new  registrations  .  .  .  .  2 

Dairies  abolished  .  .  .  .  ,  3 

Dairies — limewashing  required  .  .  .  .  3 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  •  .  .  13 

Factories  abolished  .  .  .  .  ..  2 

Factories — limewashing  required  .  ,  .  .  .....  .  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  5 

Factories — nuisances  found  .  1 

Factories — nuisances  abated  1 

Schools  visited  .  3 

Carcases  examined  171 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  2  cwts.  14  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  1  cwt.  80  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  .  .  46  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  14,995 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  422 
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SEFTON. 


Number  of  nuisances  found  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  2 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice  .  .  .  .  2 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Slaughterhouses  registered  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .  .  .  2 

Schools  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  ,  .  399 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  .  .  6  cwts.  51  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  3  cwts.  18  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  3  cwts.  33  lbs. 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  514 


SIMONSWOOD. 


Dairies,  etc.,  registered  .  .  .  . 

Dairies,  lime  washing  required —  .  .  .  .  3 

Dairies — floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  .  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .....  .  .  .  .  25 


TARFFTON. 


Number  of  nuisances  found 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  . 

Preliminary  notices  served 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  . 

Nuisances  abated  without  notice 

Samples  obtained  for  analysis . 

Water  supplies  (P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  137) 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered 

Dairies — new  registrations 

Dairies  abolished 

Dairies — limewashing  required 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

Factories  transferred  . 

Factories  limewashing  required 
Factories  with  mechanical  power 

Schools  visited  . 

Slaughterhouses  licenced 
Carcases  examined 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  . 

Tuberculous  meat . 

Other  diseased  meat 


25 

26 

7 

8 
15 

9 

13 

15 

2 

1 

3 

18 

1 

2 

10 

3 

3 


562 

12  cwt.  41  lbs. 
10  cwt.  20  lbs. 
2  cwt.  1 1  lbs. 
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Scavenging 

Number  of  rccc])tacles  emptied  .  .  .  .  16,255 

Conversions  : — 

Privies  to  pails  ,  .  4 

Privies  to  water  closets  .  .  .  .  3 

Privy  ashpits  to  bins  ,  .  7 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  730 


THORNTON. 


Water  supplies  (P.H. A.,  1936,  Sec.  137)  .  51 

Dairies,  etc.,  registered  4 

Dairies,  etc.,  limewashing  required  .  .  1 

Slaughterhouses  registered  .  .  .  1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  ..  1 

Carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  357 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  14  cwt.  105  lbs. 

Tuberculous  meat  .  5  cwt.  103  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  .  .  9  cwt.  2  lbs. 

Scavenging  : — • 

Number  of  receptacles  emptied  .  7,667 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  488 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  DURING  1938. 
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Aintree  . 

Altcar  . 

Aughton  . 

Bickerstafife  . 

Bispham.  . 

Downholland  . i 

Ford  . i 

1 

Halsall  . 

Hesketh  Bank 

Ince  Blundell . 

Lvdiate  . 

Maghull  . 

Melling  . 

Netherton  . 

North  Meols  . 

Rufford  . 

Scarisbrick  . 

Sefton  . 

Simonswood  . 

Tarleton . 

Thornton  . 

i 

Total  . j 
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CANAL  BOATS. 

The  Canal  Boat  Inspector  for  the  Rural  District  of  West  Lancashire 
is  Mr.  T.  G.  H.  Hunter,  Council  Offices,  Derby  Street,  Ormskirk.  No 
special  remuneration  is  paid  for  this  work. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  inspection  of  the  boats  is,  simply, 
that  they  are  boarded  as  they  pass  along  the  Canal. 

h'ive  boats  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  encountered. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

The  major  portion  of  this  Act  is  administered  by  Shops  Authorities, 
and  a  rural  council  is  not  a  shops  authority  within  its  meaning.  The 
duties  devolving  on  such  an  authority  are  in  respect  of  ventilation, 
temperature,  and  sanitary  conveniences  only.  Washing  facilities,  even, 
are  not  included  ;  they  are  a  matter  for  the  shops  authority. 

The  Act  is  difficult  of  administration  in  a  rural  district,  where  the 
great  majority  of  the  shops  are  occupied  with  a  dwelling-house.  Multiple 
shops  and  lock-up  shops,  are  very  few  in  number. 

Ventilation,  generally,  is  well  maintained.  Most  shops  are  provided 
with  hopper  windows  or  skylights.  Temperature,  however,  is  another 
matter,  as  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  to  keep  an  even  temperature  in  a 
single-roomed  shop  where  the  door  is  in  direct  communication  with  the 
external  air  and  is  constantly  opening  and  shutting. 

Sanitary  conveniences  must  be  provided  in  the  shop  unless  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  exemption  is  provided  by  the  local  authority.  Such  a  certi¬ 
ficate  may  only  be  granted  where  the  authority  is  satisfied  that,  by  reason 
of  restricted  accommodation  or  other  special  circumstances  affecting 
the  shop,  it  is  reasonable  that  a  certificate  should  be  in  force,  and  that 
suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  are  otherwise  conveniently 
available. 

In  practice  it  is  found  that  most  shops  are  operated  by  members 
of  the  family  occupying  the  house  with  it,  and  even  when  assistants 
from  elsewhere  are  employed,  the  house  conveniences  are  used,  and, 
therefore,  an  exemption  certificate  should  be  granted  in  almost  every 
case. 


It  would  appear  to  be  expedient  to  issue  a  certificate  in  the  case  of 
the  majority  of  shops  in  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District,  including 
the  manv  cases  in  which  occupiers  of  cottages  in  the  country  carry  on  a 
small  business  in  the  front  parlour.  In  the  rapidly  developing  areas, 
however,  where  houses  are  going  up  in  hundreds  at  a  time,  many  new 
shops  are  of  the  lock-up  type,  having  all  necessary  conveniences 
“  within  ”  tht'  shop,  and  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts. 
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SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

Medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  undertaken  by  the  School 
Medical  Department  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  Health 
Department  of  the  Rural  Council  is  responsible  for  the  control  of  infec¬ 
tions  disease  amongst  the  scholars  and  for  the  efficient  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  school  premises. 

The  opportunity  is  taken  of  recording  sincere  thanks  to  the  Head 
Teachers,  who  in  general  show  a  keen  interest  in  the  health  and  well¬ 
being  of  the  children,  and  co-operate  wholeheartedly  in  attempts  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  outbreak  and  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 

The  year  has  been  noteworthy  for  the  opening  of  the  new  Senior 
School  at  Maghull.  Even  after  this  provision,  however,  and  in  view  of 
the  rapid  development  of  the  township,  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
even  further  school  accommodation  will  become  imperative. 

The  new  school  is  built  round  a  quadrangle. 

The  south  side  is  two  storeys  high.  The  ground  floor  contains  the 
cloakrooms  and  lavatories  for  boys  and  girls,  three  staff  rooms  with 
cloakrooms,  two  book  store-rooms,  and  the  caretaker’s  room  and  lavatory. 
Two  recesses  off  the  corridor  provide  space  for  the  children’s  lockers. 

The  second  storey  contains  four  classrooms  and  the  science  laboratory 
and  wood  and  metalwork  room,  both  with  store-room  attached.  The 
caretaker’s  store-room  completes  this  floor.  The  Geography  classroom 
is  fitted  with  connections  for  an  epidiascope. 

The  north  side  contains  principally  the  Assembly  Hall  and  Gym¬ 
nasium.  The  kitchen  adjoins  the  Assembly  Hall,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
some  hundred  children  will  be  provided  with  dinners  daily.  Stairs 
]:)ehind  the  hall  lead  up  to  the  projector  room  and  a  store-room. 

The  Gymnasium,  which  is  beautifully  equipped,  has  its  three 
changing  rooms — for  boys,  girls  and  instructor — boys’  and  girls’  shower 
baths,  and  apparatus  store-room.  In  addition,  are  two  small  store¬ 
rooms  fitted  with  racks  where  gymnasium  clothing  is  kept  when  not 
required. 

On  the  West  side  the  two  chief  rooms  are  the  Domestic  Science  and 
Boys’  Craft  Rooms,  the  former  with  its  pantry  and  store-room,  the  latter 
with  one  special  craft  store-room  and  two  general  store-rooms  attached. 

The  Girls’  Craft  Room  and  the  Art  Room,  with  their  store-rooms, 
are  on  the  East  side.  Two  general  store-rooms  and  a  small  cloakroom 
complete  the  wing. 

The  heating  apparatus  is  beneath  the  West  wing. 

The  playing  fields,  six-and-a-half  acres  fin  extent,  lie  to  the  North 
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of  the  school.  A  shed  for  girls’  games  apparatus,  a  motor  mower  shed 
and  tool  shed  are  provided. 

The  boys’  and  girls’  playgrounds  on  the  West  and  East  sides  respec¬ 
tively  each  contain  a  bicycle  shed,  and  at  the  front  of  the  school,  on  the 
South  side,  are  three  lawns,  a  large  central  one  with  two  smaller  side 
lawns. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  roll  of  this  new  school  at  the  end  of 
the  vear  was  203. 

The  school  having  been  opened,  it  was  necessary  to  re-organise 
the  C.E.  School  as  a  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’  Department  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Winter  Term  in  August.  The  buildings  were  decorated 
and  repainted  during  the  summer. 

Organised  games  are  provided  for  on  the  Pimbley  Recreation 
Ground  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Trustees.  A  mild  outbreak  of  whooping 
cough  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  old  Aughton  Parochial  School  has  been  modernised  to  some 
extent  by  the  provision  of  central  heating  by  stove  radiators  and  pipes. 
Electric  lighting  has  been  installed.  The  school  has  been  re-decorated. 
New  floors  have  been  laid  down  and  old  ones  electrically  planed  and 
oiled. 

An  interior  wall  between  classrooms  in  the  Mixed  Dept,  has  been 
taken  down,  and  a  movable  partition  substituted,  so  that  a  large  room 
is  available  when  required.  Two  new  porch  doors  have  been  provided. 
There  were  a  few  cases  of  chickenpox  and  whooping  cough  in  the  Infants’ 
Dept.,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  :  since  then  the  general  health  of  the 
children  has  been  good.  The  now  adequate  heating  arrangements  have 
proved  of  great  value  in  the  present  winter. 

Bickerstaffe  C.E.  School  has  been  re-organised  owing  to  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  new  Senior  School  at  Ormskirk.  The  transfer  of  40  seniors 
to  this  latter  school  has  relieved  the  large  Boys’  room  for  use  as  a  Hall. 
44ie  School  was  re-decorated  during  the  Summer  Holiday. 

At  Hesketh  Bank  C.E.  School  the  heating  arrangements  are  still  in 
the  deplorable  condition  reported  upon  last  year.  Many  attendances 
have  been  lost  owing  to  scarlet  fever,  chickenpox  and  bad  colds.  This 
school  is  much  too  chid.  Temperatures  often  fall  before  45°  F.  during 
winter. 

Ijice  Blundell  R.C.  School,  still  has  inadequate  lignting  in  the  In¬ 
fants’  Dept.  The  provision  of  an  inexpensive  skylight  would  help 
materially  in  the  prevention  of  eyestrain  for  these  young  children. 

Lydiate  C.E.  is  a  rural  school  where  main  drainage  is  not  available. 
The  old-fashioned  privies  and  cesspool  have  been  removed  :  vhemical 
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closets  installed  on  new  concrete  floors,  and  the  floor-space  between  the 
closets  and  the  urinal  concreted. 

Internal  alterations  at  Melling  C.E.  School  have  so  altered  the  sizes 
of  classrooms  as  to  make  them  more  suitable  for  teaching  purposes.  A 
heating  oven  has  now  been  provided  for  warming  the  children’s  meals. 

Melling  R.C.  School  has  been  modernised  by  the  addition  of  a  new 
large  classroom — one  of  the  most  pleasant  in  the  district.  Central 
heating  has  been  installed  throughout  the  school.  Other  alterations 
have  provided  a  new  corridor,  cloakrooms,  lavatory  bowls  with  hot 
and  cold  running  water.  As  a  small  rural  school,  Melling  R.C.  is  now 
(]uite  in  the  flrst  class.  A  convenient  small  field  adjacent  to  the  play¬ 
ground  is  used  by  the  children  in  favourable  weather. 

At  North  Meols  St.  Stelphen’s  C.E.  School  lavatory  accommodation 
has  been  provided  for  the  Staff.  The  playground  is  in  poor  condition, 
but  the  Managers  hope  to  give  this  matter  attention  during  the  year. 

The  Head  Teacher  at  the  Primitive  Methodist  School  reports  favour¬ 
ably  on  the  improvement  in  physique  of  children  taking  free  milk,  and 
expresses  the  hope  that  all  others  should  take  advantage  of  the  milk- 
in-schools  scheme. 

At  Rufford  Holmeswood  Methodist  School  the  boys’  playground 
needs  re-surfacing. 

The  boys’  playground  at  Maghull  R.C.  School  needs  re-surfacing 
and  the  entrance  to  the  school  from  the  girls’  play  ground  on  wet  days 
is  water  logged.  The  attention  of  the  Managers  has  been  called  to  these 
points. 

Scarisbrick  St.  Mary’s  R.C.  School  Mixed  Dept,  was  refloored  com¬ 
pletely,  and  provision  made  for  adequate  ventilation  underneath  the 
floors.  Playgrounds  at  this  school  need  levelling  and  re-surfacing.  At 
times  they  are  so  wet  that  physical  training  lessons  cannot  be  given. 

Attendance  was  badly  affected  owing  to  the  exclusion  of  measles 
and  scarlet  fever  cases  and  their  conta^cts. 

At  Tarleton  Mere  Brow  School,  dangerous  pillars  supporting  the  roof 
have  been  removed  and  solid  brick  pillars  substituted.  The  old  small- 
paned  windows,  which  were  in  a  decayed  condition,  have  been  replaced 
by  modern  large-paned  windows  with  steel  frames,  providing  improved 
lighting  and  ventilation. 

As  a  safeguard  to  the  health  of  the  children,  it  is  imperative  that  the 
reconstruction  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  should  be  put  in  hand  without 
delay.  The  present  system  is  antiquated,  and  the  boys’  section  is  almost 
falling  down. 
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Cloakroom  accommodation  at  Rufford  C.E.  School  is  inadequate. 
During  wet  weather  there  is  no  possible  chance  of  wet  clothing  becoming 
dry  :  consequently  children  must  put  on  damp  clothes.  This  must 
necessarily  contribute  to  the  many  absences  through  coughs  and  colds. 

At  Netherton  R.C.  School  several  improvements  were  carried  out 
during  the  year,  notably  The  enlargement  and  improvement  of  cloak¬ 
rooms,  widening  of  the  playground  and  building  of  a  new  boundarv 
wall.  The  children  continue  to  take  advantage  of  the  milk  scheme, 
and  their  general  health  has  been  good. 

At  Sefton  Council  School  the  playgrounds  need  re-surfacing. 


PLAYGROUNDS. 

“  The  National  system  of  education,”  said  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Board  of  Education,” has  to  provide  proper  school  accommodation, 
playgrounds,  playing  helds.  .  .  But  it  has  also  to  ensure  that  the  body 
is  trained  to  proper  condition  through  physical  exercises,  gymnastics, 
organised  games,  athletics,  swimming  and  dancing,  just  as  the  mind  is 
trained  to  its  full  powers  through  mental  exercise.” 

Much  remains  to  be  done  before  all  elementary  schools  have  satis¬ 
factory  ])laygrounds,  playing  fields,  gymnasia,  shower  baths  and  dressing 
and  drying-rooms. 

Of  the  27  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district,  playgrounds 
needs  re-surfacing  in  no  less  than  eighteen,  wliilst  many  are  too  small 
to  be  adequate  for  organised  games. 

The  eighteen  are  all  non-])rovided  schools.  Shortage  of  funds  is 
at  the  root  of  the  matter.  All  these  schools  are  very  old,  and  availabU' 
monies  are  absorbed  in  repairs  and  renovations. 

Recreation,  nevertheless,  is  of  paramount  importance  ;  health  being 
of  even  greater  value  than  education.  Every  effort  should  be  made  at 
least  to  see  that  children  sit  in  school  with  dry  feet. 


THE  CENTRAL  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

Since  the  last  Report  a  new  Central  School  (described  in  the  foregoing 
Images)  has  been  opened  at  Maghull.  The  Tarleton  Council,  Halsall 
('.E.  and  Maghull  C.E.  Central  Schools  accommodate  children  of  1 1  years 
and  over  who  have  received  their  Primary  education  in  the  Junior 
sections  of  those  and  neighbouring  schools.  The  cost  of  conveyance 
()f  senior  children  to  the  schools  has  been  defrayed  by  the  Countv 
lulucation  Authorities,  and  in  some  cases  also,  very  satisfactory  facilitic*s 
are  jn'ovided  for  mid-day  meals  to  l)e  tak(‘n  on  tlu'  School  premises. 
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Arrangements  are  still  in  operation  whereby  children  resident  in  Altcar 
(who  used  to  attend  the  Altcar  C.E.  School,  which  was  demolished)  are 
conveyed  by  ’bus  to  the  Formby  St.  Luke’s  School  and  the  Formby 
Senior  Council  School.  Children  resident  in  Aintree  Village  and 
Netherton  Areas  are  conveyed  to  the  Litherland  Beech  Road  and  Central 
Council  Schools. 

Owing  to  rapid  building  developments,  the  County  Education 
Authorities  have  purchased  sites  in  Bridge  Lane,  Netherton,  and  Aintree 
Lane,  Aintree,  for  the  erection  of  new  Junior  and  Infants’  Council 
Schools.  Tenders  for  the  Netherton  School  will  be  invited  shortly. 


SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

A  Minor  Ailments  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  opened  by  the 
County  Council  in  November,  1935,  at  the  Parish  Institute,  Maghull. 

While  the  new  Clinic  is  of  great  value  for  residents  in  the  residential 
areas  of  Maghull  and  Lydiate,  it  is  still  necessary  for  children  residing  in 
the  extreme  south  of  the  district  to  attend  the  Clinic  at  Litherland. 

A  new  Centre  has  been  completed  at  the  Ormskirk  General  Hospital, 
and  will  be  opened  in  the  early  part  of  1939.  This  provides  for  minor 
ailments,  dental,  ophthalmic  and  orthopaedic  clinics,  and  also  a  child 
welfare  centre.  ? 

This  Clinic  will  give  facilities  for  children  from  the  parishes  near  to 
Ormskirk,  but  the  difficulty  of  provision  of  special  services  (dental 
ophthalmic,  orthopaedic,  etc.)  which  are  not  allowed  for  at  the  Maghull 
Centre,  still  remains.  Many  members  of  the  public  find  it  difficult  or 
impossible  to  take  their  children  to  a  Centre  so  far  away  even  as  Orms¬ 
kirk,  and  such  procedure  entails  a  considerable  loss  of  school  time. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  population  resident  in  Maghull,  iVintree 
and  Netherton,  have  come  out  from  the  city,  and  are  accustomed  to  having 
full  school  and  infant  welfare  clinic  facilities  at  hand.  Naturally,  having 
been  accustomed  to  a  feeling  of  entitlement  of  such  services,  such 
persons  expect  to  have  them  reasonably  near.  Clinic  facilities  for  these 
parishes  in  the  southern  area  of  the  Rural  District  are  a  pressing  necessity. 

A  large  and  modern  farmhouse  in  Gravel  Lane,  Banks,  has  been 
purchased  by  the  County  Council  and  converted  into  a  Child  Welfare 
C'entre  and  clinic  for  minor  ailments,  dental  defects  and  ophthalmology. 
It  provides  for  the  townships  of  Hesketh  Bank,  Tarleton,  and  North 
Meols,  and  was  opened  in  1938. 

Children  resident  in  the  Bickerstaffe  area  go  to  the  Skelniers.dale 
Clinic. 
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LITHERLAND  CLINIC,  LINACRE  ROAD. 


Monday 

Tuesday 

10 — 12  a.m. 
2 — 4  p.m. 
10—12  a.m. 
2 — 4  p.m. 
2 — 4  p.m. 

Wednesday  . 

Thursday 

10 — 12  a.m. 
2 — 4  p.m. 
10 — 12  a.m. 
10 — 12  a.m. 

2 — 3  p.m. 


2 — 4 

Friday  .  10 — 12  a.ni. 


Dental. 

> } 

Minor  Ailments. 

Dental. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
Dr.  Barker  and  two  nnrses. 

Dental. 

} » 

Ophthalmic. 

Orthopaedic.  Nurse  every 
Thursday.  Surgeon  attends 
second  Thursday  of  each 
month  only. 

Alternate  Thursday  Ante-natal 
Clinic.  Dr.  Mai  pas,  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  attends  alternate  ses¬ 
sions. 

Dental. 

Minor  Ailments,  Nurse  only  for 
dressings. 


MAGHULL  CLINIC,  PARISH  INSTITUTE. 

Every  Thursday  at  2  p.m.  Dr.  Barker  attends  once  every 

four  weeks. 

Merely  a  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at 
present. 


ORMSKIRK  CLINIC,  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


Monday  a.m.  Minor  Ailments.  Medical  Officer 

attends  alternate  weeks 
only.  (Re-dressings  by  hos- 
jatal  staff  each  day.) 

Friday  .  a.m.  A  p.m.  Dental. 


ORMSKIRK,  CHURCH  HOUSE. 


Monday 

2 — 4  ]).m. 

Child  W’elfare  Centre. 

liiesday 

]'».m. 

Orthopaedic.  Nurse  only,  ex¬ 
cept  second  4'uesday  in  each 
month. 

Friday 

a.m. 

Orthopaedic.  First  h^ridav  in 

V 

each  month  oidy. 

Surgeon  attends. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  schools  in  the  district  : — 


District 

No. 

SCHOOL. 

School 

No. 

No.  of  CHILDREN. 

7 

Hesketh-with-Bccconsall  C.E . 

28 

25  infants,  54  mixed 

7 

North  Meols,  Banks  Primitive 

Methodist 

24 

45  infants,  92  mixed 

7 

North  Meols,  St.  Stephen’s 

25 

50  infants,  67  mixed 

7 

Tarleton,  Mere  Brow  C.E . 

26 

18  infants,  21  mixed 

7 

Tarleton  C.E . 

27 

96  infants  and  mixed 

7 

Tarleton  Council  . 

33  infants,  63  juniors 

16 

Halsall  Central  School  . 

30 

116  seniors 

212  infants  and  mixed 

16 

Haskayne  C.E. 

31 

12  infants,  16  mixed 

16 

Bickerstaffe  C.E.  . . 

13 

106  infants  and  juniors 

16 

Maghull  C.E . 

16 

412  infants  and  juniors 

16 

Maghull  Central  School 

203  seniors. 

16 

Maghull  St.  George’s  R.C . 

17 

32  infants,  60  mixed 

16 

Melting  (Aughton)  R.C . 

14 

20  infants,  33  seniors 

16 

Melling  (Ormskirk  C.E.)  . 

15 

40  infants,  63  juniors 

16 

Scarisbrick  St.  Mark’s  C.E . 

32 

27  infants,  27  juniors 

16 

Scarisbrick  St.  Mary’s  R.C. 

33 

120  infants  and  mixed 

16 

Scarisbrick  Township  . 

34 

23  infants,  18  juniors 

16 

Aughton  Christ  Church  . 

20 

126  infants  and  mixed 

16 

Aughton  Parochial  . 

21 

18  infants,  38  juniors 

16 

Lydiate  R.C . 

19 

41  infants,  33  mixed 

16 

Lydiate  C.E.  . 

18 

67  infants  and  mixed 

16 

Rufford  C.E . 

22 

13  infants,  53  seniors 

16 

Rufford  Holmeswood  Methodist 

23 

48  infants  and  mixed 

16 

Bispham  Free  Grammar  . 

24 

21  infants,  25  mixed 

28 

Ince  Blundell  R.C . 

45  infants  and  mixed 

28 

Netherton  R.C. . 

23  infants,  24  mixed 

28 

Sefton  Council 

30  infants,  22  juniors 

Table  showing  the  sanitary  conditions  of  each  school  in  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  . 
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PROVISION  OF  MILK  TO  SCHOOLS. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  milk  to  elementary  schools  in  the  County  Education  Area. 

Samples  of  the  milk  delivered  to  each  school  arc  obtained  for  patho¬ 
logical  examination  at  least  twice  a  year.  The  samples  are  taken  and 
forwarded  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Rural  Council. 

The  Milk  Marketing  Board  accept  no  milk  for  rebate  unless  the 
source  and  quality  of  the  supply  have  been  approved,  in  the  case  of 
schools  under  the  control  of  a  County  Council,  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  after  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  local  Sanitary  Authority  in  which  the  school  is  situated. 

Prior  to  the  end  of  the  year  55  samples  had  been  taken  at  the  request 
of  the  County  School  Medical  Department. 

The  main  scheme  is  organised  by  teachers  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

The  “  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  ”  has  extended  in  popularity  and  use¬ 
fulness.  Necessitous  cases,  e.g.,  unemployment,  war  pensioners,  etc., 
receive  special  consideration  by  the  County  Education  Department, 
and  free  milk  granted  in  their  discretion.  The  Department’s  routine 
procedure  is  to  grant  free  milk  in  schools  where  there  are  : — 

Two  in  family,  family  receiving  22  /6  a  week. 

Three  ,,  „  ,,  27/- 

Four  „  „  ,,  30/7 

Head  Teachers  report  improvements  both  in  mental  alertness  and 
also  in  physique.  Some  children  travel  long  distances  to  school  and 
are  unable  to  carry  liquids  in  a  lunch  basket  ;  without  the  scheme  these 
would  get  no  fluid  refreshment,  other  than  water,  from  7-30  a.m.  to  5-30 
p.m.  These  children  enjoy  particularly  the  bottle  they  receive  on  arrival 
at  school,  before  lessons  commence. 

At  Maghull  C.E.  and  Tarleton  Council  Schools,  two  schemes  of  milk 
supply  are  available  ;  ordinary  J-pint  bottles,  and  also  malted  milk.  The 
children  thus  have  a  choice  of  either  cold  or  hot  drinks.  TheHead 
Teacher  at  St.  Mary’s  R.C.  School,  Scarisbrick,  reports  that  children 
taking  milk  are  rarely  absent  from  school.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
children  attending  Tarleton  C.E.  School  take  milk  :  the  Headmaster 
reports  ;  “  They  seem  to  have  a  superabundance  of  energy.”  Similar 
favourable  comments  have  been  received  from  the  head  teachers  of  the 
Netherton  R.C.  and  Banks  P.M.  Schools. 
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SCHOOL  CLOSURE. 


School. 

Pe 

riod. 

Reason. 

From 

To 

Rufford  C.E . 

Jan.  10 

Jan.  24 

Measles. 

Lydiate  R.C.  Infants’ 

Dept.  . 

„  31 

Feb.  21 

Measles. 

Holmeswood  Methodist 

Infants’  Dept. 

Apr.  6 

Apr.  24 

Chickenpox. 

Requests  are  frequently  received  from  Head  Teachers  for  the  school 
to  be  closed  owing  to  a  marked  fall  in  attendance  owing  to  infectious 
disease. 

Usually  school  closure  is  inadvisable.  When  the  school  is  closed 
the  children  mix  together  freely  (infected  andnon-infected)  in  their  homes 
or  at  play,  and  possibly  do  not  live  under  such  hygienic  surroundings  as 
at  school.  The  result  is  a  further  spread  of  the  disease. 

Where  by  reason  of  infectious  disease  the  school  attendance  falls 
below  60  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  children  on  the  register,  the  School 
Medical  Officer  is  empowered,  under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  to  give  a 
certificate  to  avoid  loss  of  grant. 

The  Measles  epidemic  which  commenced  during  the  later  summer 
and  autumn  of  1937,  continued  into  the  Spring  of  the  and  necessi¬ 

tated  the  closure  of  two  schools  in  the  district. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Rat  Week  was  held,  during  1938,  from  the  7th  to  the  12th  of 
November,  and  rat  poison  in  the  form  of  red  squill  biscuits  issued  by 
the  Department  to  approved  applicants  during  Rat  Week  and  at  other 
times.  Thirty-three  tins  of  biscuits  were  distributed  during  the  week. 
Satisfactory  reports  from  several  farmers  have  been  received. 

It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  in  many  cases  occupiers  take  no 
action  until  the  rats  have  obtained  a  hrm  hold  on  the  building.  The  public 
do  not  sufficiently  realise  that  under  the  Act  it  is  their  duty  to  keep 
down  their  own  rats,  nor  do  they  apply  sufficiently  early  to  the  Health 
Department,  whose  duty  it  is  to  advise  on  the  measures  to  be  taken. 

The  value  of  rat-proohng  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated.  Further, 
in  many  parts  of  the  county  the  unfortunate  habit  has  for  many  years 
been  maintained  of  throwing  out  kitchen  refuse,  etc.,  into  the  back  gardens 
and  far  too  near  to  the  house. 
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In  these  eases,  of  course,  it  is  the  tenants  themselves  who  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  trouble  which  comes. 

In  the  urbanised  parts  of  the  district  dustbins  should  be  renewed 
as  soon  as  they  become  dilapidated,  and  those  with  ill-htting  lids  should 
no  longer  be  kept  in  use. 

It  is  futile  to  spend  time  and  money  in  trapping  and  in  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  rat  poison  if  these  preventive  measures  are  ignored.  It  would 
be  well  if  tenants  realising  their  responsibilities  were  to  co-operate  with 
one  another  more  fully  in  this  regard. 


CEMETERIES. 

There  is  one  large  cemetery  in  the  district,  and  one  projected. 
Apart  from  these,  burials  take  place  in  the  various  churchyards. 
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HOUSING. 

Observations  on  housing  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Rural  District 
may  be  divided  into  two  categories  : — 

(a)  OLD  TYPE  HOUSES. 

These  comprise  two  bedrooms,  a  livingroom  and  scullery,  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  are  without  bathrooms  and  other  conveniences  usually 
associated  with  modern  houses.  They  are  inhabited  by  people  engaged 
in  agriculture  or  similar  low  wage-earning  professions,  and  let  at  rentals 
within  the  means  of  their  occupants. 

The  construction  of  these  houses  comprises  chiefly  9"  solid  walls 
built  of  a  “  soft  ”  texture  brick,  and  after  being  subject  to  the  continual 
action  of  the  weather,  the  bricks  deteriorate  and  crumble,  the  brick 
joints  become  weathered  and  dampness  permeates  into  the  internal 
walls.  In  addition,  most  houses  are  not  provided  with  damp-proof 
courses  and  rising  dampness  exists,  to  add  further  to  the  discomfort 
of  the  occupants  and  the  detriment  of  the  houses. 

In  some  of  the  more  recently  constructed  houses  in  this  category 
it  has  been  possible  to  insert  a  proper  damp-proof  course  in  the  external 
walls  and  this,  together  with  treatment  of  the  brickwork  by  some  preven¬ 
tative  agent,  has  considerably  mitigated  the  dampness.  However,  in 
the  older  houses  it  has  been  considered  impracticable  and  to  some  extent 
dangerous,  to  disturb  the  walls  by  trying  to  insert  a  damp-proof  course, 
and  in  these  cases  measures  have  been  taken,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep 
away  from  the  walls  all  soil  and  other  damp  matter  by  providing  cement 
plinths  from  foundations  to  above  ground  level.  This  has  proved 
partially  successful. 

Excluding  the  prevailing  dampness,  the  general  condition  of  the 
houses  is  good  and  owners  are  continually  renovating  and  repairing  the 
structures  and  keeping  them  as  far  as  possible  fit  for  human  habitation. 
Some  houses  have  been  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
repairable  at  a  reasonable  cost.  During  the  year  some  53  houses  were 
condemned  and  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  The  majority  of  houses 
were  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Hesketh  Bank  and  Tarleton.  Prior  to 
the  making  of  the  Orders  every  effort  was  made  to  persuade  the  owners 
to  repair  wherever  possible,  and  so  prolong  the  life  of  the  property  for 
a  few  more  years.  In  all  cases,  the  cost  would  have  been  prohibitive, 
the  owners  were  disinclined  to  undergo  the  expense,  and  did  not  contest 
the  making  of  the  Orders. 

Before  making  a  representation  for  demolition  of  a  house,  the  facts 
of  the  case  are  fully  investigated,  the  owner  interviewed  to  ascertain 
his  opinion  and  efforts  made  to  continue  the  life  of  the  property  for  a 
period  wherever  possible.  In  suitable  cases  owners  are  advised  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts  of  assistance,  to  secure  repair  and  modernisation  of  old  property. 
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(b)  NEWER  TYPE  HOUSES. 

The  majority  of  these  houses  which  have  been  erected  during  the 
present  boom  in  housing  contain  five  rooms,  and  are  built  to  accommo¬ 
date  members  of  the  working  classes  who  are  desirous  of  purchasing 
their  own  house,  through  the  medium  of  building  societies. 

In  several  instances  the  houses  have  been  constructed  of  inferior 
materials,  and  although  supervision  has  been  adequately  maintained 
by  this  Council  during  the  actual  construction,  no  powers  were  available 
to  control  the  materials  used  in  the  erection  of  the  houses.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  complaints  have,  and  are  continually  being  received  regard¬ 
ing  the  presence  of  excessive  dampness  in  the  houses,  and  other  defects 
are  now  coming  to  light.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  satisfactory 
settlement  of  these  matters  by  the  builders  who  erected  the  houses,  but 
this  action  can  only  be  carried  out  through  persuasive  methods  rather 
than  legal  action,  as  ownership  of  the  houses  have  been  removed  from 
the  builders’  hands,  and  the  small  property  owner  would  be  made  to 
suffer. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  during  the  coming  year  a  new  series 
of  Byelaws  is  to  come  into  force  which  will  control  more  adequatelv 
the  method  and  materials  used  in  the  construction  of  new  houses. 


(c)  REHOUSING  OF  AGRICULTURAL  WORKERS. 

Since  the  advent  of  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  19vS8, 
investigations  have  been  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  needs  in  the  Rural 
District  of  houses  for  agricultural  workers  at  low  rentals. 

The  information,  for  the  benefit  of  these  workers,  has  been  widely 
broadcast  throughout  the  district,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  some 
250  authentic  applications  have  been  received.  The  Council,  in  view 
of  the  apparent  lack  of  housing  accommodation  for  this  type  of  workers, 
have  estimated  that  during  the  next  five  years  some  500  new  houses  will 
be  required,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year,  sanction  was  sought  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  erect  16  houses  in  the  parish  of  North  Meols. 
Sites  for  houses  are  being  secured  in  various  other  parishes  in  the  Rural 
District.  From  the  data  supplied  from  applications  from  Agricultural 
Workers,  the  undermentioned  details  will  give  some  idea  of  the  conditions 
under  which  these  people  now  live  : — 

28%  live  in  houses  having  weekly  rentals  of  10 /-  to  £l. 

18^^  live  in  lodgings. 

20%  live  in  houses  with  insufficient  accommodation. 

8%  are  single  ])ersons  desiring  a  house  as  they  contemplate  marriage. 

5%  are  persons  living  long  distances  from  their  work. 
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37%  are  persons  living  in  defective  houses  and  houses  without 
modern  conveniences. 


OVERCROWDING. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  of  overcrowding  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  cases  abated  during  the  year.  It  is  anticipated  that 
overcrowding  will  be  reduced  further  by  the  end  of  1939,  as  several  of 
the  applicants  are  engaged  in  agriculture  and  will  be  provided  with  houses 
under  the  contemplated  rehousing  scheme. 


Number  of  houses  demolished  (voluntarily)  .  .  8 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  1938  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  .  .  794 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  1938  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  476 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  Rural  District  at  31st 

December,  1938  .  .  ..j..  10,793 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) .  .  217 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  L394 

(2)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  110 

(1))  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  197 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  lit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  54 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service 

OF  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Imcal  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  .  48 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  — 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hoicsing  Act/ 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  lit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — - 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .....  .  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  ..  .  Nil 


so 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :■ — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  98 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  53 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  4 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 
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As  an  indication  of  the  rapid  bnilding  progress  at  present  taking 
place  in  the  Rural  District,  the  sub-joined  Table,  which  has  been  handed 
to  me  by  the  Surveyor,  is  printed  here  : — 

BUILDINGS  APPROVED  BY  THE  WEST  LANCASHIRE  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL,  1937-38. 


Other 

Township.  Houses.  Buildings. 


1937. 

1938. 

1937. 

1938 

Aintree  . 

— 

220 

9 

9 

Altcar  . 

51 

4 

— 

1 

Aughton  . 

18 

17 

6 

14 

Bickerstaffe  . 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Bispham  . 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Downholland  . 

- — 

2 

— 

— 

Ford  . . 

438 

2 

1 

22 

Halsall  . 

7 

13 

5 

5 

Hesketh-with-Becconsael 

21 

4 

5 

4 

Ince  Blundell  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

L  YD  I  ATE  . 

31 

59 

5 

17 

Maghuli . 

210 

202 

56 

30 

Melling  . 

16 

3 

9 

9 

Netherton  . 

- — • 

. — 

9 

24 

North  Meols  . 

4 

1 

12 

2 

Rufford  .  j . 

17 

16 

7 

6 

SCARISBRICK . 

5 

19 

9 

1 

Sefton  . 

— 

. — 

2 

1 

Simon  swooD . 

— 

— ■ 

3 

1 

Tarleton  . 

19 

9 

5 

3 

Thornton  . 

66 

27 

4 

2 

Totals 

.  905 

599 

151 

155 

Section  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  PURVEYORS  OF  MILK. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  of  1926  made  provisions  for  securing 
the  cleanliness  of  dairies,  etc.,  and  for  protecting  milk  against  infection 
and  contamination. 

The  expression  “  dairy  ”  includes  {inter  alia)  any  farm  or  cowsheds 

The  operation  of  the  order  has  effected  the  modernisation  of  existing 
dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  the  conversion  of  other  buildings  into  dairies 
or  cowsheds  to  conform  with  its  provisions.  Very  few  new  buildings 
have  been  erected.  The  result  is  that  West  Lancashire  is  equipped  with 
well-lighted  and  ventilated  buildings  which  would  satisfy  all  but  the 
most  stringent  inspector. 

Constant  supervision  is  necessary,  and  great  patience  is  required 
to  teach  some  workers  the  rudimentary  requirements  of  asepsis.  The 
same  hand  which  moves  the  dirty  milking  stool  Loin  cow  to  cow  also 
handles  the  teat  and  this  infects  the  milk  ;  yet  it  is  difficult  to  demon¬ 
strate  adequately  the  close  connection  between  a  dirty  stool  and  a  high 
bacterial  count. 

The  Order  provides  (Section  22)  for  the  cleansing  of  the  interior  of 
cowsheds  “  from  time  to  time,”  and  for  limewashing  or  other  disinfection 
at  least  twice  a  year. 

Limewashing  is  carried  out,  but  in  many  cases  only  as  a  result  of 
the  Inspector’s  visit.  Forty-one  requests  for  limewashing  had  to  be 
made.  The  work  was  carried  out  in  all  cases,  and  in  two  instances  floors 
were  repaired. 

Under  Section  6  of  the  Order,  cowkeepers,  dairymen,  and  also 
their  premises,  must  be  registered. 


TABLE  1. 


Number  of 
Registered 
Dairies  at 
end  of  1937. 


New 

Application 

for 

Registration 


Registration 

Refused. 


Dairies 

Removed 

from 

Register. 


Number  of 
Registered 
Dairies  at 
end  of  1938 


145 


7 


9  143 


The  total  number  of  registrations  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

115  cowkeepers,  14  retail  purveyors^  resident  in  the  district, 
and  14  retail  purveyors  of  milk  non-resident. 
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TABLE  2. 


Year 

DESIGNATED  MILK 
PRODUCERS. 

SAMPLES 

TAKEN 

Dealers  Delivering  Designated  Milk 

under  Supplementary  Licence. 

REGISTRA¬ 

TIONS 

(Milk  &  Dairies 
Consolidation 
Act 

X 

(— 

.2 

X 

Et 

2 

'2 

H 

Certified 

Grade  A.  T.T. 

Grade  A. 

1 

Grade  A  Pasturised 

© 

cc 

‘u 

05 

cS 

1  Under  sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 

j  B5'  Local  Authority 

I 

Inspections 

Approximate  number  of 
Cows. 

j  Cow  keepers 

X 

U 

P 

1— » 

r<. 

rH 

1— 

<D 

K 

Non- resident  Purveyors  ' 

1926 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25 

• — 

176 

— 

— 

62 

5 

8 

75 

1927 

— ■ 

— 

2 

■ — • 

- - 

22 

— 

174 

— 

• — 

64 

6 

7 

77 

1928 

— 

— 

1  ^ 

— 

— 

16 

— 

181 

— 

■ — • 

68 

5 

9 

82 

1929 

■ — - 

1 

-i  ' 

■ — ■ 

— 

28 

■ — 

215 

— 

— 

72 

6 

9 

87 

1930 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

43 

— 

197 

— 

■ — ■ 

72 

7 

10 

89 

1931 

— 

. — 

!  1 

— 

• - 

42 

— • 

219 

830 

■ — ■ 

72 

7 

11 

90 

1932 

— 

I  — 

2 

■ — 

— 

22 

5 

263 

1070 

1 

90 

13 

14 

117 

1933 

— 

3 

— 

— 

34 

3 

273 

1158 

2 

93 

14 

12 

119 

1934 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

11 

277 

1266 

2 

106 

16 

13 

135 

1935 

1  1 

1  ^ 

- — 

— 

52 

35 

330 

1400 

2 

113 

14 

16 

143 

i  Accredited 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

1  Pasteurised 

52 

68 

340 

1400 

2 

110 

15 

j 

16 

141 

1936 

11 

1 

2* 

1937 

13 

2 

— 

48 

54 

327 

1400 

2 

114 

14 

17 

145 

1938 

14 

2 

57 

56 

372 

1400 

2 

115 

14 

14 

143 

1 

Milk  Sampling. — Fifty-six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  In¬ 
spectors  during  the  year. 

Fifty-five  of  these  were  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  schools,  taken 
at  the  request  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  cost  of  the 
bacteriological  examination  was  born  by  the  County  Council. 
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The  other  sample*  was  taken  from  milk  produced  in  Rufford  and 
examined  for  cleanliness.  The  result  of  the  test  was  satisfactory. 

All  the  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Pathological  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Liverpool  University. 

Of  57  samples  taken  in  the  district  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1928,  one  was  adulterated.  Proceedings  were  instituted  and  the 
vendor  was  convicted. 

Tuberculosis. — As  a  result  of  notification  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
that  tubercle  bacilli  had  been  discovered  in  milk  produced  in  West  Lan¬ 
cashire,  twelve  inspections  of  herds  were  made  by  County  Veterinary 
Inspectors  during  the  year.  These  inspections  were  as  follows  : — 
Halsall,  Rufford,  Maghull,  and  Tarleton  two  each  ;  Ince  Blundell,  Sefton, 
Hesketh  Bank  and  Melling  one  each. 

Thirteen  animals  were  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Count}/  Police. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  administration  of  the  Act  the  We.st  Lancashire 
Rural  District  comes  partly  within  the  Chorley  Area  and  partly  within 
the  Seaforth  Area. 

The  accompanying  hgures  have  been  supplied  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendents  of  Police  at  Seaforth  and  Chorley,  respectively  ; — 


PORTION  OF  DISTRICT  WITHIN  THE  SEAFORTH  AREA. 


Samples. 

Milk  . 

Margarine 

Tea . 

Sugar 

Ground  Ginger 

Lard 

Butter 

Chocolates  . 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Lemon  Cheese 

Condensed  Milk 

Pepper 

Barley 

Mustard 

Sauce 


Purchases. 

49 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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PORTION  OF  DISTRICT  WITHIN  THE  CHORLEY  AREA. 


Samples. 

Purchase 

Milk  . 

.  -  8 

Butter 

1 

Lard 

1 

Raspberry  J  am 

.  1 

Sauce 

1 

One  prosecution  was  instituted  in  respect  of  an  adulterated  sample 
of  milk  obtained  in  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District,  the  vendor  being 
convicted  and  fined. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

^riiere  are  eleven  bakehouses  in  the  district,  distributed  as  follows  : — 
Aughton  3,  Bickerstaffe  1,  Hesketh  Bank  1,  Maghull  2,  North  Meols 
1,  Scarisbrick  1,  Tarleton  2. 

Inspection  in  all  cases  proved  satisfactory. 

They  are  all  retail  bakehouses,  i.e.,  the  bread,  etc.,  baked  being  sold 
by  retail  in  the  shop  occupied  with  the  bakehouse. 

Only  one  is  painted  inside,  the  remainder  are  whitewashed  regularly. 

All  have  sanitary  conveniences,  generally  in  connection  with  the 
dwelling  house,  but  in  no  case  is  there  any  direct  communication  between 
the  sanitary  convenience  and  the  bakehouse. 

One  new  bakehouse  in  Maghull  and  one  in  Tarleton  were  opened 
during  the  year. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

By  the  West  Lancashire  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation  Order, 
1926,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1926,  the 
Council  adopted  Byelaws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades. 

These  are  a  slightly  modihed  form  of  the  model  B^'elaws  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  They  apply  to  all  parishes  save  those  of 
Simonswood  and  Bispham. 

A  soap  works  is  situated  in  Park  Lane,  Netherton  ;  this  is  a  large 
works  and  comes  under  the  Factory  Acts. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  twelve  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  six  of  which  are 
licenced  and  six  are  registered. 

There  are  four  slaughterhouses  in  Tarleton  ;  two  of  these  are  in 
the  village,  one  being  connected  to  the  main  sewer  in  1935,  and  the  other 
early  in  1937.  The  other  two,  one  at  Holmes,  and  the  other  at  Carr 
Lane,  are  not  connected,  as  the  sewer  is  not  available. 

The  interior  walls  of  all  are  regularly  limewashed  but  the  roofs 
are  not. 


There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  Maghull,  both  having  concrete 
doors  drained  to  gullies  outside.  The  walls  are  limewashed  and  the 
interiors  clean.  One  of  them  was  new  in  1935  and  replaced  one  which 
has  been  discontinued.  It  is  only  temporarily  licensed  but  is  well  con¬ 
structed  of  corrugated  iron  on  a  wooden  framework  erected  on  concrete 
foundations. 

One  new  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  during  the  year.  This  is 
situated  in  Aughton  and  is  satisfactory. 

Unfortunately  all  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  are  within 
100  feet  of  a  dwelling  house,  indeed  most  are  almost  attached  thereto. 

Public  water  supply  is  available  in  all  cases  and  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  is  on  the  whole  ^ood. 


Bye-laws  for  slaughterhouses  are  in  force  in  the  district. 
During  the  year  565  inspections  were  made. 


FACTORIES. 

The  new  Factory  Act,  1937,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July, 
1938.  The  provisions  contained  in  this  Act  altered  the  legislation 
contained  in  previous  Acts,  to  the  extent  that  the  term  “  workshop  ” 
has  now  been  abolished  and  all  premises  where  manufacture  is  now  carried 
out  are  now  designated  as  “  factories.” 

These  are  divided  into  two  groups — (a)  Where  mechanical  power  is 
used,  (b)  Where  mechanical  power  is  not  used  (this  type  being  previously 
known  as  a  workshop). 

There  are  54  Factories  of  the  former  category  and  123  of  the  latter, 
within  the  Rural  District  and  338  inspections  of  these  Factories  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  Twenty-six  defects  were  found,  all  of  which 
were  remedied  and  six  Factories  were  inspected  to  ascertain  the  con¬ 
dition  of  means  of  escape  from  fire.  All  premises  were  found  to  comply 
with  the  Begulations  and  certificates  were  issued. 
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1  .—INSPECTIONS. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Pi  ■emises. 

h'actories  with  mechanical  power 
h'actories  without  mechanical 
power  . 

Other  premises,  including  works 
of  Building  and  Engineering 
construction 


Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
63  —  — 

272  —  — 


3 


Totals 

338  — 

— 

Particulars  of  Nuisances 
under  Public  Health  Acts. 

2.— DELECTS. 

No .  of  defects.  Reported  1 1 . M . 
Pound.  Abated  Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

25 

25  — 

- - 

Sanitary  conveniences 

defective  . 

1 

1  — 

— 

Totals 

26 

26  — 

— 

REGISTERED  EACTORIES  WITHOUT  MECHANICAL  POWER. 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 

10 

Basket  Makers 

.  9 

Blacksmiths 

.  22 

Dressmakers 

.  8 

loiners 

9 

Motor  and  Cycle  Engineers 

21 

Saddlers 

1 

Shoemakers  and  doggers 

.  22 

Tailors 

4 

Tinsmiths  . 

1 

Wheelwrights 

16 

Total 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the  proprietors  of  slaughter- 
Iiouses  send  one  notice  specifying  the  days  on  which  they  would  regularly 
slaughter,  and  the  time  at  which  they  would  do  so.  Outside  the  slaughter¬ 
houses,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  it  is  only  pigs  that  are  slaughtered, 
and  on  each  occasion  notice  should  be  sent  to  the  inspectors,  stating  the 
day  and  time  on  which  slaughter  will  take  place. 
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The  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was  3,620. 
The  weight  of  Tuberculous  meat  condemned  was  2  tons  9  cwts.  35  lbs., 
and  other  diseased  meat  was  1  ton  14  cwts.  39  lbs. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  meat  inspection. 


Cattle 

1938  excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed  (approximately) 

247 

113 

30 

929 

2470 

Number  Inspected  . 

238 

108 

30 

837 

2407 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

— 

3 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

9 

8 

4 

263 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  . 

4.2 

8.3 

— 

0.8 

11.3 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

— 

— 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

4 

22 

101 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

2.1 

22.2 

— 

— 

4.6 

ANTHRAX. 

Under  the  Anthrax  Order  of  1938  on  the  occurrence  of  a  suspected 
case  of  anthrax  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  to  the  County  Council  to 
notify  the  occupier  that  his  premises  is  an  infected  place.  The 
Veterinary  Inspector  to  the  County  Council  then  proceeds  to  the  infected 
place  to  examine  the  infected  animal,  and  take  what  action  he  deems 
necessary.  Copies  of  the  notice  are  sent  by  the  Inspector  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  this  procedure  was  adopted 
in  the  case  of  seven  different  premises  during  the  year  under  review. 
Fortunately  in  each  case  the  animal  was  found  not  to  be  suffering 
from  anthrax. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infections  disease 
during  1938.  Five  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  were  notified,  including 
those  notifiable  and  those  non-notifiablc.  Of  the  total  number,  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen  were  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notifica¬ 
tion  Act  and  Special  Orders  of  that  Act,  and  three  hundred  and  one 
were  notifiable. 

The  total  figures  for  the  past  five  years  were  : — 1934,  245  ;  1935, 
231  :  1936,  370  ;  1937,  421  ;  1938,  514! 

The  methods  of  investigating  the  spread  of  such  cases  of  sickness  in 
schools  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  past  ten  years,  and  this 
is  a  factor  in  the  causation  of  the  higher  figures  just  shown.  The  in¬ 
crease  in  total  notification  is  due  mainly  to  increased  efficiency  in  noti¬ 
fying  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable, 
h'urther,  the  total  population  is  increasing  year  by  year. 

The  school  attendance  officers  render  weekly  returns  of  infectious 
sickness  occurring  in  schools  to  this  Department,  and  the  head  teachers 
have  been  particularly  helpful  in  notifying  us  from  time  to  time  when 
cases  are  absent  from  their  school,  and  when  cases  in  the  children’s  homes 
have  come  to  their  notice. 
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I  Fever. 
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Scarlet 

Fever. 
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Puerperal 
Fever  and 
Pyrexia. 

Cerebro- 
!  spinal 

Fever. 
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Poliomy¬ 

elitis. 
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Pneumonia 

Cases  . 

— 

— 

128 

125 

34 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

38 

11 

35 

Case  Rate 
per  1000  ... 

— 

— 

3-73 

3*61 

•99 

•09 

•03 

•06 

— 

Ml 

•32 

1-02 

Deaths 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

13 

Death  Rate 
per  1000  . 

— 

— 

— 

0-06 

•09 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•03 

— 

— 

0-37 

[Percentage 
of  deaths 
to  cases  . 

_ 

_ 

— 

- — ■ 

5-88 

100 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

37-1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Deaths  in 

Hospital 

of  persons 

belonging 
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District. 
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Total 

cases 

removed 
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year.) 

1  1  1  1  i  11  1  1  1  1 " 

i 

Total 
cases 
.at  all 
ages. 

1 

128 

34 

ID  CO  d  1  ^  t 
CO  1  1 

ID  O 

Cl  Cl 

258 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever.. 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Totals  . 

The  lollowing  table  shows  the  number,  monthly  distribution,  and  nature  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming 

under  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1938  : — 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  houses  in  each  township  and  in  the  whole  of  the  district  known  to  be  infected 

during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths. _ _ 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

This  treacherous,  dangerous  and  fatal  disease,  although  not  reaching 
epidemic  proportions,  still  remains  unconejuered.  The  number  of  noti¬ 
fied  cases  is  again  on  the  increase,  thirty-four  having  been  notified  in 
1938,  as  against  thirty-three  in  1937. 

A  large  proportion  of  these  patients  came  from  modern  houses  with 
modern  sanitary  conveniences,  occupied  by  clean  and  careful  people. 
There  seems  no  doubt  that  the  disease  cannot  be  controlled  by  efficient 
sanitation  alone.  Almost  every  case  can  be  traced  to  a  carrier,  frequently 
to  carriers  in  school.  Of  ten  cases  admitted  from  townships  adjacent 
to  the  City  boundary,  seven  attended  one  school  in  Lithcrland,  and  one 
a  school  in  Tivcrpool. 

Artificial  Immunisation  has  been  offered  by  extensive  advertise¬ 
ment,  and  also  by  letter  to  every  parent  sending  a  child  to  a  Public  Ele¬ 
mentary  School.  In  parts  of  the  district  the  response  has  been  gratifying, 
and  the  incidence  of  the  disease  correspondingly  low,  but  other  areas 
are  woefully  behindhand.  There  is  much  to  be  said  for  a  scheme  of 
compulsor}/  immunisation  such  as  now  obtains  in  France. 

Mild  cases  were  rarely  seen,  most  of  the  patients  being  of  moderately 
severe  or  severe  t^^pe.  Seventeen  of  the  hospital  admissions  (including 
haemorrhagic  cases)  would  be  classed  as  severe  ;  of  these  four  died. 
Cardiac  complications  affected  eight  patients,  while  five  suffered  from 
post-diphtheritic  paralysis  of  severe  degree.  There  were  four  cases  of 
laryngeal  diphtheria  but  no  tracheotomy  operations  were  necessary. 
Tonsilectomy  was  performed  on  two  patients.  Two  patients  sufiered 
from  ear  complications,  and  one  from  anaphylaxis. 

During  the  investigations  necessarily  incident  to  the  notifications 
of  diphtheria  received,  nineteen  carriers  were  discovered  and  thirteen 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  All  received  treatment  and  were  kept  under 
supervision  until  three  consecutive  negative  swabs  had  been  obtained 
from  throat  and  nose. 
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Table  1. 

DIPHTHEKIA  IN  THE  WEST  LANCASHIRE  RURAL 

DISTRICT,  1923-1938. 


1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

192S 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937!  1938 

1 

Cases 

6 

(S 

3 

9 

11 

36 

65 

24 

25 

21 

25 

13 

22 

5 

33 

34 

Deaths 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Death  Kate  per 
1000  of  the 
})0[Hilation 

- 

0-05 

_ _ 

0-08 

_ _ 

0-08 

0-04 

0-04 

. 

0-04 

0-07 

0-04 

_ 

0  03 

0-06 

Case  Kate  jrer 
1000  of  the 
population 

0-3 

0-3 

0-15 

0-45 

0-48 

1-5 

2-7 

1  -03 

1  1 

0.87 

0-95 

0  47 

1-76 

0-16 

1-02 

0-99 

Fatality  rate 
per  100  cases 

_ _ 

10-7 

22-2 

— 

5-5 

1  -5 

4-1 

4.8 

8-0 

7-6 

— 

— 

303 

5-88 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  CROUP. 


Deaths  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  1890  to  1938  : — 

Table  2. 


Year 

Deaths 

Rates 
per  1 000 

Average 

for 

10  years 

Year 

Deaths 

Rates 
per  1 000 

Average 

for 

10  years 

1890 

19 

0-61 

- - 

1915 

2 

0*09 

— 

1891 

6 

0-21 

— 

1916 

3 

0T3 

— 

1892 

2 

0-06 

— 

1917 

1 

0T5 

— 

1893 

5 

0T7 

— 

1918 

3 

0-17 

— 

1894 

4 

0-15 

— 

1919 

4 

0-21 

0-2 

*1895 

11 

0-11 

— 

1920 

8 

0-4 

1896 

2 

0-07 

— 

1921 

— 

■ — 

1897 

1 

0-04 

— 

1922 

1 

0-4 

— - 

1898 

5 

0T8 

— 

1923 

— 

— 

— 

1899 

4 

0-14 

0-17 

1924 

1 

0-04 

— 

1900 

4 

0-15 

«  ' 

1925 

— 

— 

— 

1901 

8 

0-2 

— 

1926 

2 

0-09 

— 

1902 

5 

0-24 

— 

1927 

— 

- — - 

— 

1903 

2 

0-09 

— 

1928 

2 

0-08 

— 

1904 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 929 

1 

0-04 

0-07 

1905 

2 

0-09 

— 

1930 

1 

0-04 

— 

1906 

1 

0-04 

— 

1931 

— 

— 

— 

1907 

2 

0-09 

— 

1932 

1 

0.04 

— 

1908 

1 

0-04 

— 

1933 

2 

007 

— 

1909 

1 

0-04 

OT 

1934 

1 

0  04 

_ 

1910 

4 

0-18 

■ — 

1935 

— 

— 

— 

1911 

4 

0T8 

— 

1936 

— 

— 

— 

1912 

6 

0-29 

— 

1937 

1  j 

003 

— • 

1913 

6 

0-28 

— 

1938 

2 

006 

— 

1914 

7 

0’34 

— 

*  Antitoxin  brought  into  use. 


TABLE  3. 

INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 

1910—1938. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


Diphtheria  is  essentially  a  disease  of  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  The  percentage  of  immunity  to  diphtheria  in  children  on  attain¬ 
ing  puberty  is  almost  equal  to  that  of  adults. 


About  60,000  cases  are  notihed  annually  in  England  and  W'ales, 
and  the  average  annual  number  of  deaths  is  approximately  3000.  It  is 
generally  recognised  that  whenever  possible  diphtheria  patients  should 
be  removed  to  hospital  and  the  average  period  of  hospital  treatment  is 
about  hve  weeks.  The  interference  with  school  life  is,  therefore,  con¬ 
siderable  and  the  cost  of  treatment  a  heavy  charge  on  the  ratepayers. 


Artificial  immunisation  has  been  proved  to  be  100%  efficient  against 
death  from  diphtheria,  and  90%  efficient  against  contracting  the  disease 
at  all. 


It  is,  therefore,  desirable  that  attention  should  be  ]iaid  to  the 
advantages  of  diphtheria  immunisation,' and  where  practicable  to  offer 
to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  children  of  over  one  year  of  age  the  neces¬ 
sary  facilities  for  protection. 


Every  effort  is  made  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  parents  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  preventive  treatment  and  the  fact  that  such  treatment  is 
offered  free. 


Each  school  is  visited  at  least  once  a  year,  after  a  preliminary  pub¬ 
licity  campaign  in  which  descriptive  literature  is  sent  to  all  parents. 
They  are  invited  to  visit  the  school,  watch  the  treatment  being  given,  ask 
questions  and  (most  important  of  all)  to  bring  for  treatment  their  chil¬ 
dren  who  are  under  school  age.  Parents  are  attending  at  the  schools 
in  ever-increasing  numbers. 


Able  assistance  in  the  dissemination  of  propaganda  has  been  gi\'en 
by  Ministers  of  Religion,  General  Medical  Practitioners,  Sanitary  Officers, 
School  Attendance  Officers,  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses. 


After  six  years’  work  it  is  now  safe  to  say  that  protective  treatment 
is  known  and  discussed  by  the  public  in  all  parts  of  the  Rural  District  ; 
prejudices  are  being  broken  down,  and  a  good  response  at  each  visit  is  to 
be  expected. 


u 


o 

u 


u 

a: 

H 

(n 

o 


< 

DC 


LU 

DC 


cn 

< 

o 


i/) 

LU 


LU 

o: 

Q 

-I 

X 

u 

u. 

O 

LU 

O 

< 

H 

Z 

LU 

U 

□: 

LU 

Q. 


NCO 

ChO^ 


i.  L. 
JQ-D 

E  E 

u  o 

CO 

QQ 

cn  (n 
lO  ro 


y  y  ua^afjpji 

'/f:7ifnoj 

uo^afje± 

a^dl^ 

uo^a/^ej^ 
'/fDujioj 

j  y  >f:J/^gs/^e::fs 

‘y'J  >f^/-^gs/^eD£ 

c/ I  C/^UA10J_ 

^j/jgsueas 

• 

ys  tpou^ai^ 

‘  /7Vi7yy/7^ 

JJ  pjoygny 
'iy  y  B^ueg 
gj  syueg 

jy 

■jy  £u///3i^ 
'3J  6u///3y- 

yy 

■/ej/uaj  //ni/£ei^ 

3J  //nySey 
■jj  aye/pfij 

■yy  ape/p£^ 
'31/  //spun/g  3DUJ 
■g  j  yueg  i/^aysay 
■/ej^uaj  yes/ey 

g'J  3u/}B)fSPg 

^eojuje-/!^ 

y  Lusgaff/g 

yj  ayyagsu9}/D/g 

yj  yj  uo^gBn\/‘ 

’/e/yaojey  t/oggSnjf 

‘  saaueYya^:^^  yo 
aSaguaj^ay 


O 

N 


Cl 

o 


o 


C5 


C3 


^^C\V\VA\^ 


-.*-4- 


•^gxi^vx^^vxexc 


N^N\* 

ViC 

NiVS^WxnA  \i^ 

\VE.\\\\i^  ^• 

'^■a^V^W  '«t.’ 


w 


Wi^V^W  ^a\i\vav 


tXv\\>v^  t^c." 


tXtv\4v«>  '4C 

\ut^  '^\^\i«v'E.\\ 

V^^V^'aw  V5>\iV'-^V 
V.a-a.N(.aX\\a' 


^VXV 


114.  .UX  J  I 


g 


C) 


(a 


r:^ 

^z: 

u 

cn  cr  i 
—  0 
0020 


•  « 


03-^ 

moi 

fOfD 


u  Ji 
^  0 
oldl 

3  3 

(d  id 

o  u 

id  id 
QQ 


H  -« 
Ci>  re 


r>ioi 


-  r 


i 


ri  j  ^  u  ^  I  H  HQl  3DATk^3DP3'i 


105 


The  children  who  receive  treatineiit  fall  into  four  categories  : — 


1.  Those  attending  school. 


2.  Those  attending  child  welfare  centres,  recommended  by 

the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  in  charge. 

3.  Infants  brought  to  school  or  to  the  Council  Olfices  to 

treatment. 


4.  Children  in  hospital  convalescent  from  infectious  diseases 
other  than  diphtheria,  and  who  are  susceptible  thereto. 


Routine  treatment  consists  of  three  injections  of  1  c.c.  of  Diphtheria 
Prophylactic  T.A.F.  given  at  fortnightly  intervals.  This  is  considered 
to  be  the  ideal  product  for  general  use,  as  it  is  the  least  productive  of 
sore  arms  or  constitutional  disturbance.  For  a  child  to  be  upset  to  the 
slightest  degree  after  T.A.F.  is  exceptional. 


In  all  hospital  cases,  and  in  the  case  of  some  younger  school  children, 
Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  (A.P.T.)  is  used.  The  “  two-shot  ”  method 
is  preferred  :  a  hrst  dose  of  OT  c.c.  is  followed  in  2|  weeks  by  a  hnal  dose 
of  0’4  c.c. 


A. P.4',  has  a  tendency  to  produce  local  re-eictions,  but  if  this  should 
happen  after  so  small  a  dose  as  OT  c.c.  (the  "Dectector”  dose),  recourse 
is  had  to  T..A.F.  to  complete  the  treatment.  The  use  of  A.P.T.  effects 
a  considerable  saving  of  time  for  both  patient  and  operator,  in  a  large 
area  such  as  ours. 


The  Schick  test  is  a  simple  skin  test  by  which  susceptibility  to 
diphtheria  is  demonstrated  :  a  child  with  a  negative  Schick  test,  generally 
speaking,  cannot  contract  diphtheria.  In  this  district,  it  is  the  practice  to 
assume  that  all  young  children  are  susceptible  to  diphtheria,  and  so  to 
dispense  with  “  anterior  ”  Schick  Testing,  but  ‘‘  posterior  "  Shick  Testing 
(three  months  or  more  after  the  last  injection)  is  carried  out  as  routine. 
All  children  found  Schick  negative  after  treatment  are  given  certiheates 
to  that  effect. 


It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  since  the  commencement  of 
the  scheme  in  1932,  no  child  immunised  in  the  Rural  District  has  con¬ 
tracted  diphtheria. 
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“  'Fhc  younger  the  child,  the  more  susceptible  he  is  ”  is  the  general 
rule  in  diphtheria.  Table  3  (on  page  103),  however,  is  informative  as  it 
shows  that  during  the  last  forty  years  the  highest  incidence  in  this  Rural 
District  was  upon  school  children.  Two-thirds  of  the  deaths  during  the 
same  period  were  in  the  5 — 15  age  group.  Unfortunately,  the  less  en¬ 
lightened  of  the  population,  refuse  to  permit  their  children  to  be  im¬ 
munised  unless  they  know  that  cases  of  diphtheria  are  actually  present 
in  their  midst.  The  difficulty  is  to  produce  propaganda  sufficiently 
strong  to  persuade  such  people  to  “  be  wise  in  time  ”  by  having  the  injection 
done  when  the  disease  is  not  prevalent.  At  the  close  of  a  recent  outbreak, 
one  mother  wrote  :  “I  think  the  injection  seems  to  upset  him  for  a  day 
or  two,  so  do  you  think  it  is  necessary  now,  as  everything  seems  quiet  ? 
With  the  apparent  passing  of  the  danger,  the  zeal  for  protection  was  gone. 


Here  again  the  period  of  school  life  would  appear  to  be  the  period 
of  greatest  danger. 


“  Carriers  ”  are  healthy  persons,  who  although  they  have  not  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease,  harbour  the  bacilli  in  their  throats,  and  are  able  to 
disseminate  the  disease  to  others. 


It  has  been  shown  by  some  workers,  that,  while  protecting  the 
children  who  have  been  injected,  the  tendency  of  an  immunisation  scheme 
is  to  increase  rather  than  to  diminish  the  number  of  carriers.  Hence, 
although  the  scheme  may  protect  the  school  children  it  may  yet  increase 
the  danger  to  unprotected  children  of  below  school  age.  A  rapid  fall 
in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  can  only  be  looked  for  when  both  groups 
of  children  have  been  protected.  The  proportion  of  immunised  children 
must  be  maintained  at  over  thirty  per  cent. 


Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred 
in  a  child  who  has  received  three  injections  and  passed  the  final  skin  test. 


The  many  institutions  in  the  district  which  receive  children  into 
their  homes  would  do  well  to  require  a  diphtheria  immunisation  certi¬ 
ficate  from  each  child. 


Experience  has  proved  that  the  treatment  is  rather  popular  than 
otherwise.  There  is  a  definite  advantage  in  holding  the  clinic  in  a  large 
schoolroom  ;  with  many  children  present  the  children  are  confident, 
cheerful,  and  take  an  interest  in  what  is  going  on.  On  the  other  hand, 
one  session  in  a  small  room  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  three  onlv 
at  a  time  proved  a  failure. 
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riic  attached  tal)le  demonstrates  the  work  done  from  the  inception 
of  the  scheme  in  November,  1932,  to  the  end  of  1938. 


It  will  be  noticed  from  a  perusal  of  the  table  that  practically  100 
per  cent,  of  the  children  Schick  tested  were  proved  to  be  insusceptible 
to  diphtheria  three  months  after  their  hnal  injection.  The  hgure  is 
particularly  gratifying,  and  clearly  proves  the  efficiency  of  diphtheria 
prophylaxis. 


PARTICULARS  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  SCARLET  FEVER 
AND  DIPHTHERIA  SINCE  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  SCHEME  IN  NOVEMBER  1932, 

TO  31st  DECEMBER  1938. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Number  of  persons,  in  age  groups,  completely  immunised,  or  found 
to  be  Schick  Negative  : — 


Age 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1  Year 

— 

2 

5 

10 

1 5 

11 

Total  under  5 
years  at  end 

9 

J  > 

• - 

4 

1 

10 

21 

18 

of  1938 

3  „ 

G 

4 

13 

10 

15 

13 

154 

4  ,, 

10 

12 

8 

5 

38 

27 

63 

81 

37 

66 

87 

72 

78 

40 

17 

50 

57 

65 

Total  5-9 
years  at  end 
of  1938. 

7  „ 

67 

41 

19 

35 

43 

40 

856 

H  „ 

76 

27 

19 

31 

36 

35 

9  „ 

80 

30 

13 

14 

30 

22 

10  „ 

59 

27 

18 

21 

3  5 

36 

11  „ 

75 

19 

19 

14 

22 

18 

12  „ 

58 

23 

* 

8 

18 

16 

26 

Total  16-14 
years  at  end 
of  1938. 

13 

44 

28 

10 

9 

5 

7 

885 

14  „ 

8 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

15  years  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

2 

'Fotal  over  15  years 
at  end  of  1938 — 361 

TOTAL 

625 

341 

192 

304 

466 

388 

2256 

*,Nov.,  1932  to  Dec.,  1933. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


This  disease  was  more  prevalent ’in  1938  than  for  many  years,  the 
actual  number  of  cases  notified  being  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
the  highest  hgure  since  1900.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  popu¬ 
lation  has  increased  enormously  since  then  :  the  case  rate  for  .Scarlet 
h'ever  was  3.7  per  1000  for  1938,  as  against  4.0  for  1900. 


The  type  of  the  disease  remains  particularly  mild  :  not  a  single 
severe  case  was  seen  during  the  year.  Cases  were  notihed  during  all 
of  the  twelve  months.  The  only  townships  unaffected  were  Bispham, 
Downholland,  Melling,  Sefton  and  Simonswood.  Although  these  par¬ 
ticularly  rural  parishes  were  spared,  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  incidence 
in  thickly-populated  parishes  near  the  Liverpool  boundary  was  also 
small.  Eighteen  cases  were  reported  during  March  and  seventy-three 
during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year. 


It  is  significant  that  despite  the  large  number  of  cases  and  the 
widespread  distribution,  it  could  not  at  any  time  be  said  that  the  disease 
was  epidemic.  It  occurred  sporadically  in  odd  families  in  different 
parts  of  the  district,  and  at  no  time  could  a  chain  of  infection  from  Case 
A  to  B  or  C  be  traced,  except  in  each  family.  Schools  were  not  unduly 
affected,  and  the  disease  never  spread  in  any  one  school  sufficiently 
for  school  closure  to  be  employed. 

Some  idea  of  the  “  sprinkled  ”  character  of  the  disease  over  the  Rural 
District  may  be  gained  from  the  subjoined  table. 
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C — Cases 

notified. 

S — Cases  attend- 

Jan. 

i - 

Feb. 

1 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

i 

Aug. 

Sept. 

i 

O 

O 

Nov. 

Dec. 

, 

1 

ing  School. 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

c 

s 

Aintree  .  . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Altcar . 

Ihckerstaffe 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

I^ispham  ,  . 

Downholland  ..  . 

Ford  . 

1 

1 

1 

Ince  Blundell 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Lydiate  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Maghull  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Melling 

Netherton 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

4 

3 

North  Meols 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Kufford  . 

1 

1 

Scarisbrick 

6 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Sefton  . 

Simonswood 

. 1 

I'arleton  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Thornton  . 

1 

1 

1 

Aughton  .  .. 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

Halsall 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Hesketh  Bank 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Total  . 

8 

4 

3 

1 

18 

11 

5 

2 

3 

2 

6 

3 

5 

4 

9 

25 

20 

16 

10 

15 

12 

16 

8 

Total  cases  notified  .  128 

,,  attending  school  18 

Percentage  attending  school  G3.28 


The  notifications  included  30  infants  of  under  school  age,  and  16 
adults.  An  interesting  point  is  that  only  four  of  these  infants  were  living 
with  scarlet  fever  cases  attending  school,  and  only  one  of  the  16  adults 
(the  mother  of  the  school-child)  was  so  related. 


Ten  of  the  school  children  attended  schools  outside  the  district  : 
four  of  them  go  to  school  in  Litherland. 


It  is  now  known  that  the  germ  producing  Scarlet  Fever  (the 
streptococcus  hcemolyticus)  exists  in  many  types,  each  type  producing 
a  different  variety  of  the  disease.  It  seems  reasonable  to  deduce  that 
the  disease  must  have  exhibited  a  different  type  in  each  different  area 
in  which  it  appeared  ;  otherwise  such  a  large  number  of  cases  of  a  disease 
of  one  type  would  have  given  rise  to  an  outbreak  of  large  proportions. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  and  mortality  from  scarlet 
fever  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Cases  . 

104 

82 

35 

25 

35 

70 

21 

79 

50 

128 

Deaths  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 
inhabitants 

4.5 

3.5 

1.6 

0.98 

1.31 

2.57 

0.73 

2.58 

1.55 

3.7 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
inhabitants  . 

0.44 

0.44 

0.03 

Fatality  Rate 
per  100  cases. ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2.8 

— 

■ — ■ 

1.2 

— • 

— 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Deaths  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  1890  to 

1938 


Table  2. 


Year 

Deaths 

Rates 
per  1000 

Average 

for 

10  years. 

Year 

Deaths 

Rates 
per  1 000 

Average 

fo 

10  years. 

1890 

5 

0-16 

0-18 

1915 

1 

1 

0*04 

• - 

1891 

7 

0-25 

— 

1916 

— 

• — 

— 

1892 

4 

0*14 

— 

1917 

1 

0-05 

— 

1893 

9 

0-38 

— _ 

1918 

1 

0-06 

— 

1894 

11 

0-41 

— 

1919 

— 

— 

0-04 

1895 

4 

014 

— 

1920 

— 

— 

1896 

4 

0-11 

— 

1921 

1 

0-05 

— 

1897 

7 

0-25 

— 

1922 

■ - 

— 

— 

1898 

1 

0-04 

— 

1923 

— 

— 

— 

1899 

— 

— 

0-18 

1924 

1 

0-05 

■ — 

1900 

3 

0-1 

— 

1925 

1 

0-05 

■ — 

1901 

1 

0-05 

1926 

1 

0  04 

— 

1902 

4 

0-19 

— 

1927 

— 

— 

— 

1903 

— 

— • 

— * 

1928 

— 

— 

— 

1904 

2 

0-07 

• — 

1929 

— 

— 

0’019 

1905 

1 

0-04 

— 

1930 

— 

• — 

'  • — 

1906 

3 

0-14 

— 

1931 

— 

— 

— 

1907 

4 

0*19 

— 

1932 

1 

0-04 

— 

1908 

3 

0-14 

— 

1933 

1 

004 

— 

1909 

■ - 

- - 

■ — 

1934 

— 

— 

— 

1910 

— 

— 

0-09 

1935 

— 

— 

— 

1911 

1 

0-04 

— 

1936 

— 

— 

• — - 

1912 

2 

0-09 

— 

1937 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

1913 

1914 

2 

1 

0-09 

0-04 

— 

1938 

— 

— 

0-008 

TABLE  3. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Incidence  for  the  decennial  periods  1890 — 1938, 


Period,  Case  Rate  per  1,000  of  population, 

1890—1899  4,9 

1900—1909  3*7 

1910—1919  :  Z  .  3-2 

1920—1929  2-5 

1930—1935  .  Z  Z  TTS 

1936  .  2 -58  ^ 

1937  ”  ^  Z  Z  Z  ~Z  Z.~  fZS  ~ 

1938  Z  rr  Z  I..  Z  373 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  SCARLET  FEVER. 

For  several  years,  immunisation  treatment  against  scarlet  fever 
was  given  to  children  of  school  age,  concurrently  with  diphtheria  pro¬ 
phylactic. 

h'our  doses  are  advocated  ;  graduated  from  a  first  injection  of  1250 
skin  test  doses  to  a  fourth  of  25,000. 

The  scheme  as  a  routine  measure,  has  been  discontinued,  though 
treatment  is  still  given  to  those  children  whose  parents  desire  it. 

Unfortunately,  the  prophylactic  in  the  doses  advocated  is  only  about 
60%  efficient,  though  treated  children  who  have  contracted  the  disease 
have  usually  had  it  in  a  greatly  attenuated  form.  Parents  rely  on 
diphtheria  prophylaxis,  and  are  apt  to  place  a  similar  reliance  on  scarlet 
fever  preventives.  When  these  break  down,  confidence  lessens,  and  with 
it  the  propaganda  value  of  the  all-important  diphtheria  immunisation 
lessens,  too. 

An  increase  in  dosage  would  undoubtedly  produce  a  higher  pro¬ 
phylactic  efficiency,  but  at  the  same  time  an  increase  in  local  re-actions 
in  the  children,  and  this  again  would  prevent  many  other  parents  from 
availing  themselves  of  anti-diphtheria  measures  for  their  children.  In 
short,  the  success  of  an  immunisation  scheme  depends  entirely  on  the 
confidence  inspired  in  the  public.  They  do  not  discriminate  between 
inoculation  against  one  disease  or  the  other.  If,  say  they,  inoculation 
against  Scarlet  Fever  upsets  the  child,  then  inoculation  should  be 
eschewed. 


For  this  and  many  other  reasons,  scarlet  fever  immunisation  as  a 
routine  measure  has  been  discontinued  in  an  attempt  still  further  to 
increase  public  confidence  in  the  dependable  anti-diphtheria  immunisa¬ 
tion. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  is  not  compulsorily  notifiable  in  the  Rural  District, 
and  such  figures  as  are  available  come  from  School  Attendance  Officers, 
Head  Teachers,  Parents  and  Private  Practitioners,  who  notify  voluntarily. 
The  figures,  therefore,  are  but  a  rough  guide  to  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
upon  the  district.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  cases  were  heard  of 
during  the  year — ten  more  than  in  1937. 

The  disease  does  not  occur  in  waves  of  epidemics  as  in  towns  : 
possibly  this  is  due  to  several  minor  waves  commencing  at  different 
times  in  various  parts  of  our  large  area.  A  glance  at  the  table  shows 
that  there  have  been  no  definite  waves  of  recurring  periodicity  during  the 
past  twelve  years.  Infection  is  frequently  conveyed  from  adjoining 
large  towns.  Fortunately,  experience  over  the  past  twelve  years  has 
shown  that  the  disease  is  mild,  with  few  complications.  The  fatality 
rate  throughout  has  been  remarkably  low.  Two  deaths  occurred  in  1938. 
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The  outbreak  in  Rufford  in  December,  1937,  when  there  were  34 
cases,  necessitated  the  continuance  of  closure  of  the  C.E.  School  for  a 
fortnight  after  the  Christmas  holidays.  The  Infants’  Department  of 
the  Lydiate  R.C.  School  was  closed  for  the  first  three  weeks  in  February. 


One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Hospital  developed  measles  a  few  days 
after  admission,  but  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  Halsall  during  January,  when  28  cases  were 
actually  notified,  and  this  may  have  given  rise  to  the  small  outbreak 
in  the  nearby  parish  of  Lydiate,  where  16  cases  were  notified  in  January 
and  February,  necessitating  School  Closure. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  disease  affects  chiefly  the  central  and 
southern  townships  in  the  district.  There  have  been  few  cases  North  of 
Southport  for  many  years. 

1938’s  distribution  was  : — Halsall  34  notifications,  Scarisbrick  24, 
Lydiate  18,  Downholland  15,  Aughton  13,  Maghull  6,  Thornton  4,  Rufford 
3,  Tarleton  3,  Melling,  Sefton,  Ford,  Netherton  and  North  Meols  1  each. 
It  will  be  realised  that  the  actual  number  of  cases  must  be  far  in  excess 
of  the  notifications. 


TABLE  1. 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932  1933 

1934 

1 

1935  1936 

1937 

1938 

Cases 

140 

54 

167 

5 

4 

27 

57 

36 

67 

115 

125 

Deaths 

■ — - 

1 

3, 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Case  Rate 
per  1000 
inhabitants 

6-1 

2-3 

7-2 

0-22 

0-15 

102 

2-09 

1-25 

2-12 

3-55 

3  64 

Death  Rate 
per  1000 
inhabitants 

0-04 

0-12 

0-07 

0  03 

0-06 

Fatality  rate 
per  100  cases 

— 

1-8 

1-8 

— 

— 

.3  52 

2-77 

■ — - 

- — 

1-6 
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MEASLES. 

Deaths  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  1890  to 

1 938 


TABLE  2. 


Year 

Deaths 

Rates 
per  1000 

Average 

for 

10  years 

Year 

Dea  th  s 

Rates 
per  1000 

Average 

for 

10  years 

1890 

20 

0-78 

_ 

1915 

3 

0-14 

_  ,, 

1891 

. — 

— 

— 

1916 

— 

— 

— 

1892 

3 

0-07 

— 

1917 

— 

— 

1893 

5 

0-15 

— 

1918 

1 

0-05 

— 

1894 

8 

0-30 

- - 

1919 

— 

— 

0*06 

1895 

5 

0-19 

— 

1920 

2 

0-10 

— 

1896 

2 

0-05 

— 

1921 

— 

■ — 

— 

1897 

5 

0-19 

- - 

1922 

1 

0-04 

— 

1898 

5 

0-25 

- - - 

1923 

1 

0-04 

— . 

1899 

7 

0-35 

0-23 

1924 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1900 

2 

0-07 

. — 

1925 

1 

0*04 

— 

1901 

— 

— 

— 

1926 

— ■ 

— - 

. — 

1902 

1 

0-04 

— 

1927 

1 

0-04 

— 

1903 

2 

0-07 

— 

1928 

— 

- — - 

— 

1904 

9 

0-44 

— ■ 

1929 

1 

0*04 

0-03 

1905 

— 

- — • 

— 

1930 

3 

0-72 

— 

1906 

3 

0*14 

— 

1931 

— 

- — 

— 

1907 

3 

0T4 

— 

1932 

— 

— 

— 

1908 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

1933 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1909 

2 

0-09 

0-09 

1934 

2 

307 

1910 

2 

0-09 

. — . 

1935 

1 

003 

. — 

1911 

2 

0-09 

— 

1936  • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1912 

2 

0-09 

_ — 

1937 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

1913 

1914 

4 

1 

0T9 

0-04 

— 

1938 

2 

006 

■ - - 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  this  non-notihable  complaint  were  reported 
to  the  Department  during  the  year,  the  hgures  for  the  two  preceding 
years  being  76  and  87  respectively. 

Twelve  notifications  were  from  Maghull,  7  from  Rufford,  and  17 
from  Aughton,  while  Halsall  and  Tarleton  reported  only  one  case  each. 
All  the  cases  were  reported  from  Schools. 

It  is  impossible  to  report  with  precision  upon  a  disease  which  is 
notihable  only  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Whooping  Cough  is  extremely  fatal  during  the  hrst  two  or  three 
years  of  life,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  infants  should  be 
protected  against  all  possible  sources  of  infection. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1938. 
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CANCER. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  showing  parts  of  the  body  affected,  1938  : — 


Organs  affected. 

M. 

L. 

Total 

Breast 

— 

9 

9 

vStoms-ch 

3 

2 

5 

Bowel 

3 

4 

7 

Oesophagus 

1 

— 

1 

Gall  Bladder  and  Liver 

1 

3 

4 

Lung  and  Mediastinum 

1 

1 

9 

Prostate. 

1 

— 

1 

Bladder  . 

2 

— 

2 

Uterus  . 

__ 

3 

3 

Bone 

1 

1 

2 

Lip 

1 

1 

2 

Throat,  Tonsil  and  Mouth 

2 

1 

3 

Parotid  . 

1 

— 

1 

Pancreas 

2 

— 

2 

Ovary 

— 

1 

1 

Thyroid  . 

— 

1 

1 

Other 

1 

— 

1 

20 

27 

47 

Age  Incidence. 

Age  below  5  20  30 

40  50 

60 

70  80 

90 

90  up 

1937  .  -  —  2 

3  5 

11 

7  15 

1 

— 

1938  .  -  —  1 

1  4 

6 

20  10 

5 

— 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

During  1938  there  were 

forty-seven 

deaths  from  cancer 

and  other 

malignant  disease.  This  represents  a  death 

rate  of  L34 

per 

1,000  as 

against  L05  in  the  previous 

year. 

In  1890  the  death  rate 

from  cancer 

in 

West  Lancashire 

was  only 

0-35  per  1,000.  The  alarming  increase  in  the  death  rate  during  the  last 
forty  years  may  in  part  be  due  to  improved  diagnosis  having  brought 
to  light  many  cases  which  years  ago  would  have  remained  undiscovered. 
Still,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  superficial  cancers  such  as  those  of 
the  skin,  tongue,  breast,  etc.,  would  have  been  recognised  as  such  by 
even  the  last  generation  but  one.  So  we  must  assume  that  there  is  a 
“  net  "  increase  of  cancer  deaths  of  a  disquieting  magnitude. 
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In  England  and  Wales  the  recorded  mortality  has  trebled  in 
two  generations. 

Owing  to  the  frequent  cancerous  affections  of  the  breast  and  female 
generative  organs  it  is  usual  for  the  deaths  of  females  to  be  in  excess  of 
the  males,  but  in  the  parts  of  the  body  common  to  both  sexes  males  are 
usually  more  frequently  affected  than  females. 

The  comparative  table  of  age  incidence  shows  that  in  1938  patients 
died  of  cancer  generally  later  in  life  than  in  1937. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Three  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notihed  during  the  year, 
and  all  were  removed  to  hospital.  Unfortunately,  they  all  died. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Towards  the  end  of  1928,  a  questionnaire  was  issued  by  the 
Maternal  Mortality  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  seeking  from 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  full  particulars  of  every  maternal  death 
occurring  in  their  district. 

Information  is  collected  from  relatives,  the  attending  practitioners, 
medical  superintendents  of  hospitals,  medical  officers  of  clinics,  mid¬ 
wives  and  health  visitors. 

Three  maternal  deaths  due  to  puerperal  disease  were  registered  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Summary  of  notifications  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1930,  received  during  1938  — • 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Non 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

Years 

0—1 

1—5  . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

M. 

F.  M..  F. 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

—  __  __ 

10—15 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

—  —  — 

15—20  . 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1  - 

20—25 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

25—35  . 

5 

6 

1 

2 

2 

—  .  —  — 

35—45 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1  - 

45—55  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

55—65 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

—  ^  — 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

Totals 

12 

13 

4 

16 

5 

5  -  1 

NOTIFICATIONS 

ON 

FORM  1. 

Public 

Sanatoria  and 

Assistance 

Pulmonary 

General 

Hospital. 

Hospitals. 

Hospitals. 

Pulmonary 

Male  . 

— 

8 

— 

Female 

" — > 

9 

- - 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Male 

— 

— 

• — 

Female 

— 

5 

1 

Schedule  A  is  used  by  practitioners  on  first  becoming  aware  that  a 
patient  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  unless  he  has  reasonable  grounds 
for  believing  that  the  case  has  already  been  notified. 

Form  I.  is  for  the  use  of  Medical  Officers  of  Public  AssistanceHospitals 
and  Sanatoria,  etc.,  and  applies  only  to  cases  which  have  been  previously 
notified  under  Schedule  A,  before  admission  to  their  institution. 

Form  IF  is  the  form  of  notification  of  discharge  of  a  patient 
from  the  Public  Assistance  Hospital  or  Sanatorium. 

Eight  pulmonary  males  and  nine  pulmonary  females  were  notified 
on  Form  T  Six  non-pulmonary  females  were  notified  on  Form  1. 

Ten  pulmonary  males  and  eight  pulmonary  females  were  notified 
on  Form  II.  ;  also  six  non-pulmonary  females. 
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Forty-five  notifications  were  received  under  vSchedule  A,  six  more 
than  the  figure  for  1937. 

Of  these  forty-five  cases,  twenty-five  were  pulmonary  (twelve 
males  and  thirteen  females),  and  twenty  were  non-pnlmonary  (four  males 
and  sixteen  females). 

There  were  ten  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (five  males 
and  five  females).  There  was  one  death  from  non-pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis  (female). 

Notification  of  tuberculosis  is  very  satisfactory. 

Dispensary  and  sanatorium  treatment  is  administered  by  the  appro¬ 
priate  department  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  who  also  provide 
open-air  shelters  for  chest  cases  in  the  Rural  District,  as  requested. 

Of  the  forty-five  cases  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  which  came  under 
the  notice  of  the  department  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  only  one 
male  pulmonary  case  and  three  male  non-pulmonary  cases  were  engaged 
on  out-door  work. 


Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonar}^. 

Occupation. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males 

Fameles. 

Infant 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Laundress 

— 

; - 

— 

1 

School-child 

1 

- - 

■ — ■ 

6 

Customs’  Officer  . 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Housewife  . 

— 

6 

— 

3 

Post  Office  Clerk 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

1 

Customs  Messenger 

1 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

Clerk  . 

4 

1 

■ — ■ 

— ■ 

Newsagent 

1 

— ■ 

— ' 

— ■ 

Nurse 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

Engineer 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— • 

Chemical  Works  Assistant 

— 

1 

— ' 

— 

Compositor 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Factory  Girl 

— • 

• — ■ 

1 

Fruit  Porter 

1 

— 

— 

Shop  Assistant 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Threshing  Machine  Hand 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Gardener  . 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

Typist 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Innkeeper  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dental  Mechanic 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Concrete  Worker  . 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Labourer 

— 

— 

1 

— 

No  occupation 

V _ 

2 

— 

— 

12 

13 

4 

16 

The  above  table  is  an  analysis  of  the  occupations  of  the  forty-five 
new  cases  notified  during  1938. 
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In  forty-two  liouses  inspected  during  tlie  year  by  reason  of  tubercu¬ 
lous  inmates,  28  cases  were  found  not  to  be  sleeping  in  separate  Ix'droonis, 
and  18  of  these  not  even  in  separate  beds. 


INFLUENZA  AND  OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  during  January,  but  only  three  cases  of 
influenzal  pneumonia  were  notified.  An  epidemic  started  before 
Christmas  and  extended  well  into  1939. 

Thirty-five  cases  of  pneumonia  were  reported,  against  twenty-seven 
in  1937.  Only  five  of  these  were  described  as  influenzal  in  origin.  Acute 
})rimary  and  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  only  are  notifiable,  but  all  forms 
are  included  in  the  death  rate  from  the  disease. 

The  total  deaths  from  influenza  and  other  respiratory  diseases  (other 
than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  numbered  nineteen,  the  figure  for  1937 
being  thirty-eight  and  for  1936,  twenty-seven.  Of  these  deaths,  thirteen 
were  due  to  pneumonia. 


ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA 
(Epidemic  Encephalitis). 

No  new  notifications  were  received  during  the  year.  There  was  one 
death  from  the  disease. 

The  incidence  and  mortality  since  the  inauguration  of  compulsory 
notification  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : —  ~ 


Table  1. 


1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

• 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1032 

1933 

1931 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Cases  . 

— 

1 

5 

4 

9 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — ■ 

Case  Rate 
per  1000  of 
population  . 

0-03 

0-22 

0-  18 

0-09 

0-04 

0-04 

0-0-1 

- 

- 

— 

0 ' 03 

_ 

Deaths 

— 

— ■ 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Death  rate 
per  1000 
population  . 

■ 

0-14 

0-045 

0  •  09 

_ 

0-0*1 

0-0-1 

0-0^ 

0-08 

0-0-1 

0-04 

- 

o-o:- 

_ - 

0  -  06 

0  -  03 

Fatality  rate 
per  100  cases 

— 

— 

60 

25 

100 

50 

— 

100 

- — 

—  - 

— 

— 

_ 

- — 

— 

— 
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Table  2. 


Ages  of  Cases  and  Deaths,  1919-1938. 


Age 

0 

to 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65 

and 

up 

Total 

Crises  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

5 

4 

3 

27 

Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

16 

Fatality  % 

— 

— 

— 

50 

— 

100 

100 

40 

60 

25 

100 

59-26 

SOUTHPORT’S  WEATHER  IN  1938, 


A  WARM,  BUT  DULL,  AND  VERY  WESTERLY  YEAR. 


The  year  1938  was  one  of  remarkable  variations  of  weather,  and  a 
number  of  records  were  strikingly  broken.  But,  considered  as  a  whole, 
its  outstanding  features  were  a  scarcity  of  winds  from  the  Eastern  octant 
only  once  previously  equalled  (viz.,  in  1874),  and  a  frequency  of  ones 
from  the  Western  octant  only  once  exceeded  (viz.,  in  1923),  in  67  years’ 
observations  at  Southport. 


The  year  was  also  a  warm  one,  and  actually  the  seventh  in  immediate 
succession  to  yield  a  mean  temperature  above  the  local  average.  Sun¬ 
shine,  however,  was  somewhat  dehcient.  As  regards  rainfall,  a  severe 
February  to  early  May  drought  was  decidedly  more  than  compensated 
for  by  various  very  wet  periods  subsequently.  Snow  and  frosts  were 
less  frequent  ;  and  hail,  thunder,  and  gales  more  frequent  than  is  usual. 


The  warmth  of  March  and  November  far  surpassed  all  previous  values 
for  those  months.  April  was  the  driest,  and  October  the  wettest,  months 
of  their  respective  names,  since  the  observatory  was  established  in 
1871  ;  and  several  other  similarly  long  local  meteorological  records  were 
broken,  noteworthy  cases  being  the  height  of  mean  air  pressure  and  the 
lowness  of  relative  humidity  during  April,  and  the  great  distance  of  the 
subsoil  water  from  the  surface  until  Summer. 


ThMldfRATl  Rh:  Oh 

THE  AIR. 

Mean 

Difference 

Absolute 

4'emperature. 

from  the 

Ifxtrcmes. 

A\'erage. 

Max. 

Min. 

degs. 

(legs. 

degs. 

january 

43.1 

+  3.5 

56  - 

30 

h'ebruary  . 

41.9 

b2.2 

56  — 

29 

March 

47.0 

+  5.0 

60  - 

30 

April . 

46.3 

-0.4 

60  - 

26 

May 

51.7 

0.0 

67  - 

28 

June 

56.9 

f  0.1 

71  — 

45 

July 

58.1 

-1.7 

71  ~ 

45 

.\ugust 

60.7 

4- 1 .3 

76  - 

40 

Sejdember 

56.9 

4  1.1 

67  — 

35 

October 

51.9 

4-2.3 

65  - 

34 

November 

49.3 

+  5.8 

63  - 

35 

December 

40.7 

+  0.3 

53  - 

25 

Idle  Year 

50.4 

+  1.7 

76  - 

25 

I'rom  the  above  ligiires  it  will  be  seen  that  only  one  month,  viz., 


jnly,  has  a  mean  temperature  below  the  average,  and  that  March  and 
Xo\'embcr  were  both  very  exceptionally  warm.  No  imnsiially  high  or 
low  extremes  of  temperature,  however,  were  recorded  during  the  year, 
August  4th  being  the  hottest  day,  with  a  maximum  reading  of  76  degrees, 
and  the  lowest  minimum  temperature,  25  degrees,  occurring  on  December 
19th,  20th  and  21st.  No  really  wintry  weather  was  experienced  until 
the  last  month  of  the  year,  when  the  coldest  period  since  h'ebruary, 
1929,  commenced  on  December  20th,  and  continued  until  the  26th. 
The  lowest  grass  minimum  temperature  was  16  degrees  on  the  20th  of 
December.  The  mean  temperature  for  the  twelve  months  was  well 
above  the  average,  this  being,  as  already  stated,  the  seventh  warm  year 


m  succession. 

BRIGHT  SUNSHINE. 

Duration 

Difference  from 

N  umber 

of  Sunshine. 

the  Average. 

of  Sunless 

1938 

Hours. 

Hours. 

Days. 

January 

.  46.5 

+  1.5 

11 

h'ebruary 

68.3 

-4  1.8 

7 

March . 

112.0 

-7.9 

4 

A]iril . 

208.1 

+  41.0 

0 

May 

201.1 

-3.6 

4 

June 

182.7 

-31.0 

2 

July 

159.5 

41.4 

1 

August 

176.0 

-0.6 

1 

September  . 

103.7 

+  35.2 

5 

October 

95.3 

—  2.0 

2 

November 

67.7 

+  12.8 

5 

1  lecember  . 

55.4 

+  19.5 

13 

The  Year 


1476.6 


45.1 
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1938  was  the  third  successive  dull  year  at  Southport,  but  the  defi¬ 
ciency  was  not  nearly  so  great  as  in  1937.  April,  November  and  December 
showed  the  principal  excesses,  April  being  the  sunniest  month  of  the  year. 
June,  July  and  September  were  exceptionally  dull,  July  being  the  most 
sunless  month,  compared  with  its  average.  The  sunniest  day  occurred 
on  May  5th,  when  13.6  hours  were  recorded — a  low  maximum.  There 
were,  however,  13  ftcwer  sunless  days  than  usual,  but  April  was  the 
only  month  with  sunshine  daily  ;  December  had  the  greatest  number 
of  sunless  davs,  viz.,  13. 

RAINFALL. 


Total 

Difference 

Number 

Rainfall 

from  the 

of  Davs 

1938 

(Hesketh  Park) 

Average. 

with 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Rain. 

January  . 

3.33 

A  0.53 

25 

F'ebruarv  . 

0.92 

-1.17 

12 

March  . 

.  1 .00 

-1.16 

8 

April 

0.20 

-1.62 

2 

May 

3.21 

4  1 .03 

17 

June . 

4.03 

d  1.80 

1 5 

July 

2.90 

-0.05 

19 

August  . 

.  3.09 

—  0.55 

15 

September 

2.11 

—  1 .05 

21 

October  . 

.  7.00 

+  3.18 

24 

November 

5.11 

+  1.84 

23 

December 

.  3.74 

A  0.56 

20 

The  Year  . 

36.64 

+  3.34 

201 

After  January,  the  drought  of  1937  returned,  and  became  even  more 
severe.  During  the  three  months,  F'ebruary  to  April,  only  2‘12  inches  of 
rain  were  measured  and  the  period  from  July  to  September  was  also 
rather  dry.  May  and  June,  however,  were  both  wet  months,  and  during 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year  the  downfall  amounted  to  so  much 
as  15’85  inches,  or  nearly  half  the  normal  for  the  whole  year.  These 
hve  very  wet  months  more  than  balanced  the  severe  vSpring  drought, 
and  the  year’s  total  rainfall  exceeded  the  average  by  3\34  inches.  One 
“  absolute  drought  ”  was  recorded,  viz.,  from  the  5th  April  to  the  1st 
May,  a  period  of  27  days  without  measurable  precipitation  ;  and  one 
“  partial  drought,”  of  45  days  duration,  from  27th  March  to  10th  May, 
when  the  mean  rainfall  did  not  exceed  '01  inch  per  day,  and  rain  came 
on  but  four  days.  During  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  a  ”  rain-spell  ” 
occurred  from  the  16th  November  to  2nd  December,  or  17  days  with 
measureable  rain  daily.  There  were  10  more  days  with  rain  than  is 
usual.  In  contrast  to  1937,  several  heavy  falls  came  in  short  periods, 
the  heaviest  being  L38  inches  in  less  than  nine  hours  at  Bedford  Park, 
on  October  3rd,  and  L37  inches  on  the  1st  June  in  about  12  hours.  The 
subsoil  water  level  was  very  low  throughout  the  Spring,  but  rose  decidedly 
during  the  Autumn. 
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WIND  DIRECTION. 

Aggregate  Durations  of  Eight  Groups  of  Points. 


Total 
Hours  in 
1938. 

Difference 
from  the 
Average. 

Total 
Hours  in 
1938. 

Difference 
from  the 
Average. 

N. 

60 

+  22 

S . 

1222 

+  197 

N.E. 

443 

-171 

s.w. 

1118 

+  11 

E. 

669 

-368 

w . 

2151 

+  393 

S.E. 

1032 

-381 

N.W . 

1517 

+  297 

As  already  mentioned,  the  scarcity  of  easterly  winds  has  only  once 
been  paralleled,  and  the  frequency  of  westerly  ones  only  once  exceeded, 
during  local  records  extending  over  the  preceding  67  years.  Easterly 
winds  were  scarce  to  very  scarce  in  all  months  except  February,  April, 
May  and  August.  South-westerly  currents  slightly  exceeded  the  average 
for  only  the  third  time  during  the  last  14  years — ^a  prolonged  period  with 
a  great  scarcity’  of  winds  from  thnt  direction. 


WIND  VELOCITY. 


1938 

Mea,n 

Daily 

Movement. 

Miles. 

Difference 
from  the 

Average. 

Miles.  1398 

Mean 

Daily 

Movement. 

Miles. 

Difference 
from  the 
Average. 
Miles. 

Jan. 

447 

+  38  Julv  . 

307 

—23 

Feb . 

428 

+  38  Aug. 

294 

-41 

Mar . 

377 

+  11  Sept . 

246 

-82 

Apr. 

317 

—  53  Oct . 

469 

[117 

May 

335 

+  20  Nov . 

422 

-[  64 

Jnne 

433 

+  98  Dec . 

383 

-1  6 

* 

The  Year  —  371  miles,  or 

+  16  miles. 

Eight  months  had  more  than  the  normal  wind  movement,  and  June 
and  October  were  very  windy.  June  was  the  windiest  month  of  the 
name  since  June,  1923,  and  October  the  windiest  since  October,  1934. 
The  calmest  months  of  the  year  were  September  and  August. 

Gales  occurred  on  30  days,  or  nine  more  than  the  average  number, 
and  occupied  no  fewer  than  190  hours.  The  most  severe  of  them  was 
experienced  on  October  4th,  when  the  greatest  run  of  wind  in  one  hour 
was  68  miles  from  W.  by  S.,  and  the  maximum  rate  during  a  momentarv 
gust  94  miles  per  hour.  These  figures  are  the  highest  since  the  (slightlv 
stronger)  gale  of  October  28th  to  29th,  1927. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  PHENOMENA. 

A  remarkably  fine  display  of  Aurora  was  seen  on  January  25th,  which 
is  believed  to  have  surpassed  any  previously  witnessed  at  this  observa¬ 
tory. 

Thunder  was  heard  on  14  days,  or  three  more  than  the  average  ;  and 
hail  fell  on  25  days,  or  six  more  than  the  normal  number.  On  the  other 
hand,  snow  was  restricted  to  eight  dates,  or  four  fewer  than  usual,  and  the 
falls  were  very  slight.  Ground  frost  was  registered  on  only  58  nights, 
instead  of  73,  our  normal  number. 


- ;o: - 

Acknowledgement  is  due  to  Mr.  George  A.  Lidster,  E.R.Met.S., 
Borough  Meteorologist,  The  Fernley  Observatory,  Southport,  for  the 
above  information. 
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